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25J6.  QUIZ: FIFA World Cup 

1. Who holds the record of scoring the most goals in a single 

World Cup match? 

 Oleg Salenko created FIFA World Cup history during the 
1994 tournament in the United States by scoring five goals in 

Russia’s 6–1 victory over Cameroon. 

  This remains the highest number of goals scored by a 
single player in one FIFA World Cup match. 

 Interestingly, although Russia was eliminated in the group 
stage, Salenko finished as the tournament’s joint top scorer with 

six goals, sharing the Golden Boot with Hristo Stoichkov of Bulgaria. 

 His five-goal feat remains unmatched in World Cup history.  

2. Who holds the record of having played the most minutes in FIFA World Cup history? 

 Lionel Messi holds the record for the most minutes played in FIFA World Cup history. After 
leading Argentina to victory in the 2022 FIFA World Cup, he surpassed Paolo Maldini’s 
previous record and had accumulated 2,315 minutes by the end of the 2022 tournament. 

3. Who is the only player to have won the Golden Ball and Golden Glove awards in the same 

FIFA World Cup tournament? 

Answer: Oliver Kahn (Germany) 

 German goalkeeper Oliver Kahn achieved a unique milestone at the 2002 FIFA World Cup 
by becoming the only goalkeeper to win the Golden Ball, awarded to the tournament’s best 
player, while also receiving the Golden Glove as the best goalkeeper. 

 His exceptional performances guided Germany to the final, where they finished runners-up to 
Brazil.  

4. Who won the Golden Boot and Golden Ball in the same World Cup and was part of the 

winning team? 

Answer: Paolo Rossi (Italy) 

 Paolo Rossi delivered one of the greatest comeback stories in football at the 1982 FIFA 
World Cup in Spain.  

 After returning from suspension, he scored six goals, winning the Golden Boot as the 
tournament’s top scorer and the Golden Ball as its best player. 

 Rossi’s memorable hat-trick against Brazil and decisive goals in the semi-final and final 
inspired Italy to lift their third FIFA World Cup title. 

5. Who has won the FIFA World Cup as a player, coach/manager, and also won the Best Young 

Player award? 

Answer: Franz Beckenbauer (Germany) 

 Franz Beckenbauer is one of football’s greatest legends. He won the FIFA World Cup as 
captain of West Germany in 1974 and later guided the team to another World Cup title as 
manager in 1990.  

 Earlier, during the 1966 FIFA World Cup, he was recognised as the tournament’s 

outstanding young player, an honour retrospectively acknowledged because the official Best 
Young Player award was introduced later. 
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6. Which country withdrew from the 1950 FIFA World Cup because FIFA required players to 

wear boots, while they were accustomed to playing barefoot? 

Answer (Updated): India (However, the traditional explanation is incomplete.) 

 India qualified for the 1950 FIFA World Cup after several Asian teams withdrew, but the All 
India Football Federation (AIFF) later decided not to participate. 

 Although a popular belief claims that FIFA's prohibition on playing barefoot caused India's 
withdrawal, historical research shows this was not the sole or official reason. 

 Major factors included financial constraints, insufficient preparation time, administrative 
decisions, and the AIFF's greater focus on the 1952 Olympics. 

 

25J6. Kim unveils plans for 10,000-tonne 
warships, nuclear navy in N. Korea 

                      10,000-ट              औ  

                                       

 North Korea will equip its navy with nuclear 
weapons and build larger warships, leader Kim Jong-un 
said, according to state media on Wednesday. 

                                                       औ      
                        ,                                     
            -           

 Mr. Kim made his remarks at the commissioning of 
the Choe Hyon — one of two 5,000-tonne class warships 
launched last year — in the port city of Nampho on Tuesday. 

                                                         
                                     ,                             5,000-ट                      
          

 

 

25J6. DR Congo‟s living statue fan makes 
his World Cup debut 

                       ट                         
                       

 DR Congo‟s famous living statue finally made 
his World Cup debut on Tuesday. 

                             ट                           
                             

 Michel Nkuka Mboladinga, who gained fame 

during the AFCON (Africa Cup of Nations) for posing 
as a statue of Congo‟s assassinated independence 
leader Patrice Lumumba for the entirety of games, 
attended the match against Colombia after missing the 
opener against Portugal. 

                       ,         AFCON                   
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GS Paper 1: Geography 25 June 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

25J6 Rasimanal in T.N. a good alternative site to Mekedatu project 

                    ,                                          

25J6 House panel seeks Ministry report on Great Nicobar Project 

                  ट                                   ट        
25J6 Razor‟s edge 

          

 
 

Shaking a leg: People from Malawi, 
a country in southeastern Africa, 
dance in front of St. Peter‟s 
basilica on Wednesday, the day 
Pope Leo holds the weekly general 
audience in St. Peter’s Square at 
the Vatican. 

 

 

 

 

25J6. Rasimanal in T.N. a good alternative site to 
Mekedatu project 

                    ,                              
            

 A former engineer from Tamil Nadu has mooted a proposal 
to build a dam in Rasimanal in Krishnagiri district as an alternative 
to the contentious Mekedatu drinking water-cum-balancing 
reservoir project. 

                                                                    

                     ,                              -  -             

                                              
 Envisaged with a capacity of 66 thousand million cubic feet 

(tmc ft), the proposed dam will be upstream of the Mettur dam in 
Salem district. 

66             घ    ट (ट        ट)                                  

                  ट                                   
 It can generate 360 megawatt (MW) of electricity, and its 

operation can be handled by the Water Resources Department of 
Tamil Nadu. 
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   360       ट (      ट)                             औ                                 

                             
 The total area of submergence will be around 106 sq. km, about a third of which will lie in 

Karnataka. 

                                   106           ट      ,              -          

    ट                
 Giving one more reason why Rasimanal, and not Mekedatu, should be preferred, the former 

Chief Engineer explains that the submersible area for the Mekedatu project falls under the 
Cauvery wildlife sanctuary with numerous elephant corridors. 

                                                                 औ                        

                                                                                          
    
25J6.  House panel seeks Ministry report 
on Great Nicobar Project 

                  ट                     

              ट        
 He further pointed out, sources said, that the 

naval base INS Baaz was not given additional land 
for its expansion; and the government was exploiting 
this fragile ecology for commercial activities. 

                                                 INS 

Baaz                                         ,      
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25J6.  Razor‟s edge 

          

 The El Niño suppresses the vertical air movement needed for 
rainclouds to form while a warming Pacific is weakening the trade 
winds that bring moisture to the subcontinent. 

                                                                       
             ,                                                    
                                                

 The Madden-Julian Oscillation is also in an unfavourable 
phase and the Indian Ocean Dipole currently cannot offer a buffer. 

    -                                                             

                                                          
 Second, the government should consider a new authority to 

coordinate inter-State water use and cropping changes based on 
extended El Niño forecasts, eliminating the cropping governance 
currently fragmented between the Agriculture Ministry, the Jal Shakti 
Ministry, and the India Meteorological Department. 

     ,                                                                 

                                                              
                   ,                            ,                    
                                                                

             

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

GS Paper II: Polity 25 June 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

25J6 BJP councillors retake oath after court order 

                                                   
25J6 Passport is a travel document, not proof of citizenship 

     ट                    ,                       
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25J6. BJP councillors retake oath after court order 

                                                   
 They had taken oath in the name of local deities, 

Bharath Matha, and “Balidaanis” (martyrs in RSS parlance). 

                     ,               “         ” (          
               )                      

 The order came on a petition filed by Left Democratic 
Front Council Party leader in the corporation, S.P. Deepak. 

                                                       .  . 
                               

 Justice P.V. Kunhikrishnan held that the councillors’ 
original oaths were invalid as per the Kerala Municipality Act, 
1994. 

            .  .                                            , 

1994                                                     

 
 
 

25J6. Passport is a travel document, not proof of citizenship 

     ट                    ,                       

 The Indian passport is a “travel document” and not a “citizenship document”, a senior 
official of the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) said on Wednesday. 

             ट     “            ”   , “                ”     ,                     (MEA)    
                                   

 The purpose of the Indian passport is to help Indians transit and travel through foreign 
ports and territories and it should not be compared with other documents that are used to 
establish citizenship rights, the official said. 

                               ट                                       औ                        
                              औ                                                           

                                                 
 Even though while travelling abroad, passport attests to your nationality, yet it is not a 

document of your citizenship,‖ a senior official said, in response to a question from The 
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Hindu on whether the Indian passport could be used to challenge an exclusion from the 
voter list through the Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls that is currently 
under way in 16 States. 

                  The Hindu                                                             
                        ,                                                                   
                       ट                     16                                            

            (SIR)                                                                              
 Another MEA official said that the Indian passport is issued ―after a lot of due diligence 

and we make sure that the person who gets it is actually entitled, and we also base ourselves 
on documents from several government agencies like the Aadhaar, PAN card.‖ 

                                                      ट  ―                               
             औ                                                                         
                          औ                                                               ‖ 

 In addition, one-stop centres for distressed women in the Indian diaspora have been 
opened in the Gulf countries and Singapore, supported by the Indian community. 

             ,                           ट                     - ट                 औ  
                                                        

 

GS Paper II: Governance 25 June 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

25J6 Symbolism over substance? Public health officials slam T.N. govt.‟s gold ring 
scheme 

                            ?                                                
                               

25J6 SC had agreed that right to associate is no carte blanche for foreign funds 
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25J6.  Symbolism over substance? Public health officials slam T.N. govt.‟s 
gold ring scheme 

                            ?                                             

                                  

 Every year, the Tamil Nadu government will spend ₹755.83 crore on gifting one-gram gold 
rings to roughly 4.42 lakh babies born in government hospitals under its new scheme, 
Thaimaaman Thanga Mothiram Thittam. 

                                                                ट                
                              4.42                                                    
₹755.83                 

 The gold ring may be intended as a celebration of birth, but for many within the public 
health sector, the more pressing need is investment in the workforce and infrastructure 

that makes safe deliveries possible. 

                                     ,                                                
                                                                    औ          

                       
 Already, the Dr. Muthulakshmi Reddy Maternity Benefit Scheme provides maternal 

assistance of ₹14,000 in cash support and two nutritional kits valued at ₹4,000. 

              .                                           ₹14,000                   ₹4,000 

                  ट                   
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25J6. SC had agreed that right to associate is no carte blanche for foreign 
funds 

                                                                                

               

 The Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Amendment Rules, 2026, notified by the Union 
Home Ministry on June 22, has introduced tougher limits on NGOs to receive foreign 
donations. 

 22                                                      (       )            , 2026       -

              (NGOs)                                                          
 These amendments, and the ones before them, source their legality from the Centre‟s 

argument in the Supreme Court that the freedom to form associations or engage in the 
“business” of charity does not include a right to receive unbridled foreign funds or to use 
the money outside “permissible activities”. 

                                                                                             
                  घ                     “      ”                                              

                   “                ”                                             
 Among other changes, Rule 9(1B) mandates that certificates of registration of NGOs must 

specify the “purpose or purposes and the States or Union Territories”. 
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                          9(1B)                       NGOs                            
“                                                       ”                      

 The Rules limit NGOs to specific and stated spheres of activity, which exclude 
proselytisation, and geographical bounds. 

         NGOs                 औ                                  ,                      
     (Proselytisation)                                                                  

SC judgments 

                       

 The government’s sweeping powers to regulate foreign donations have been blessed by the 
Supreme Court in multiple judgments. 

                                                                                           
                  

 A three-judge Bench in Noel Harper versus Union of India in April 2022 declared that ―no 
one can be heard to claim a vested right to accept foreign donation, much less an absolute 
right‖. 

      2022    Noel Harper             घ             -                           ―        
                                                ,       ,                                       
     ‖ 

 The court had disapproved of the tendency to seek funds abroad, saying it gave an 
impression that the nation was incapable of looking after its own needs. 

                                                                                            

                                                                 
 A March 2020 decision of the Supreme Court in Indian Social Action Forum (INSAF) 

versus Union of India had agreed with the Centre that the “regulation of acceptance and 
utilisation of foreign contribution is for the purpose of protecting national interest”. 

      2020    Indian Social Action Forum (INSAF)             घ                           
                                            “                         औ           
                                                    ” 

 The court had, however, in this case, called for a “balance” between the law’s objective and 
the rights of the voluntary organisations to access foreign funds. 

        ,                                        औ                                           
               “      ”                                     

 The INSAF judgment declared that only associations which play a role in active or party 
politics were barred from accessing foreign funds. 

 INSAF                                     घ,                                            , 
                                    

 It has argued that the regulatory regime did not hurt the fundamental rights of individuals to 
form associations or practice a profession or carry on an occupation, trade or business 
under Article 19(1)(c) and Article 19(1)(g), respectively, of the Constitution. 

                                                             19(1)(c)          घ          
                   19(1)(g)              ,       ,                                         
                  

 The Centre has referred to Article 19(4) to demonstrate that it could frame laws to 
reasonably restrict the fundamental freedom to form associations under Article 19(1)(c) in 
the interest of the sovereignty and integrity of India or to protect public order or morality. 

                      19(4)                                                औ        ,     
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                                      19(1)(c)             घ                               

                                       
 Similarly, Article 19(6) allowed the government to impose reasonable fetters on the right to 

trade, business, occupation available under Article 19(1)(g) if the State could show these 
freedoms were against public interest. 

                  19(6)                  19(1)(g)                       ,       ,         
                                                                 ,                           
                                    

GS Paper II: International Relations 25 June 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

25J6 Minister sees vast scope for BRICS nations in space sector 

                                                             
25J6 PACOM, the deeper meaning behind a dropped prefix 

PACOM:  ट                                
25J6 Inspections in Iran will go ahead, working on modalities, says Grossi 

            ,                         ,                         

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

25J6. 
Minister sees 
vast scope 

for BRICS 
nations in 
space sector 
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 Union Minister of State for Science and Technology Jitendra Singh on Wednesday 
pitched for a „BRICS Space Economy‟. 

                                                       „                 ‟              
 Participating in the valedictory session of the BRICS Heads of Space Agencies (HOSA) 

meeting in Bengaluru, he called for collective action among BRICS member-nations to 
unlock new opportunities in innovation, investment, entrepreneurship and sustainable 
development. 

                                               (HOSA)                                     

                               ,      ,         औ                                        

                               
 ―The future of the space economy will not be shaped by nations working in isolation. 

 ―                                                                              
 It will be shaped by partnerships, shared innovation and collective ambition. 

              ,             औ                                   
 BRICS countries have the potential to become one of the strongest pillars of this emerging 

global space ecosystem,‖ Dr. Singh said. 

   .                                                                                               
            

 Hosted by the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) under India‟s BRICS 
Chairship 2026, the two-day meeting was attended by heads of space agencies and 
senior officials from Brazil, China, Egypt, Ethiopia, Indonesia, Iran, Russia, South 
Africa, and the United Arab Emirates. 

         BRICS        2026                                     (ISRO)              

                          ,    ,    ,          ,           ,     ,   ,                
                                             औ                               

 The meeting also reviewed the progress in BRICS space cooperation and deliberated on 
key issues including space sustainability, debris-free missions and strengthening the 
BRICS remote sensing satellite constellation. 

                                                                        ,     -     

      औ           ट                                                       -           
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25J6. PACOM, the deeper meaning behind a dropped prefix 

PACOM:  ट                                

 The decision by the United States military to change the name of its naval command in the 
region from ―US INDOPACOM‖ to ―US PACOM‖ — United States Indo-Pacific Command to 
United States Pacific Command — reverting to its original name that was changed in 2018 

can be dismissed as superficial, even trivial. 

                                                                  "                        -

          "          "                              "      —                            
    -                                                       —     2018                       
     ,                                         
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 In 2018, U.S. Defence Secretary Jim Mattis said that the name INDOPACOM was a 
recognition of the ―growing significance‖ of the Indian Ocean, the Indian subcontinent, 
and India itself, and the U.S. dropped the term ―Asia-Pacific‖ to ―Indo-Pacific‖. 

2018                                           ट                   -                    

       ,                                                                      , औ      
                            "     -     "            "    -     "                        

 Current U.S. Secretary of War Pete Hegseth gave the signal, on May 30, that this 
understanding has now changed, at his speech at the annual Shangri-La Dialogue in 
Singapore — compared to more than 30 references to the ―Indo-Pacific‖ in his speech in 
2025, his speech this year contained not a single reference to the Indo-Pacific region or 

strategy. 

                                          ट           30                                      -
                                                                        2025                 
"    -     "    30                     ,                            -                    
                                                      

 Given the centre stage that the U.S.‟s Indo-Pacific policy has had in India‟s strategic 
calculus since 2018, it is necessary, therefore, to go beyond the superficial to the 

subterranean or submarine, in this case. 

      2018                               -                                              ,       

                                                                                 

U.S.-China ties and the Quad 

                   -          औ       

 The first, is the U.S.‟s outreach to China, and concurrently diminishing salience of the Quad 
(India, Japan, Australia, the U.S.), which Beijing has always protested as an ―exclusive 
clique‖ or derisively as ―ocean foam‖. 

                                                                        (    ,      , 

         औ                     )                           ,                  "     ट     " 

                "         "              
 In the long term, the U.S. and China cannot shy away from the fierce rivalry between them, 

but it is clear that in the immediate term, Trump 2.0 has decided to play nice. 

                               औ                                                ,            

                                                                                             
    

 Mr. Trump‟s references to a ―G-2‖, including during a press availability with Mr. Modi on the 
sidelines of the 52nd G-7 summit in France (June 15 to 17), are an early warning of a plan 
to recast the world into ―spheres of influence‖, where China would be the predominant 
power in the continent, not as one pole in a multipolar Asia, as India envisions. 

             "  -2"         ,                               -7             (15    17    )    
                                        ,                                       "         "    
                                     ,                                    ,              
                                             

 As a result, the Quad, rebuilt in Trump 1.0 as a counter to China in the region, appears to be 

floundering. 

          ,                                                                                 
                          

 The U.S.‟s National Defense Strategy released in January 2026 does not mention the 
Quad even once. 
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      2026                                                                                  
             

 In terms of substance, the Quad‟s combined agenda has been pared down to four areas of 
cooperation — maritime security, economic prosperity, critical and emerging minerals 
technology and disaster responses. 

                                                                                 —       
     ,             ,                                                     

 Despite Quad countries signing on to Pax Silica, and Critical Minerals Initiative 
Framework with the U.S., the Trump administration ordered Anthropic to end access to its 
latest models for all non-Americans. 

                                                                                          
                ,                                                                   -

                                                 
 During U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio‟s visit to Delhi in May 2026, he offered no firm 

commitment that Mr. Trump would visit Delhi this year, amid indications that the Quad may 
be relegated to a Foreign Ministers‟ level grouping. 

   2026                                                                                         
                                                  ,                                     

                                                      
 In July, when he hosts Japanese Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi and travels to Indonesia, 

Australia and New Zealand, Prime Minister Narendra Modi must discuss alternative 
maritime coalitions and revive the Australia-India-Japan trilateral. 

                                                                                    
          ,          औ                        ,                                               
                  -    -                                           

The U.S.-Iran MoU and West Asia 

                   -                 औ              

 Paragraph four states that the U.S. commits to ―remove its forces from the proximity of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran‖ within 30 days after the final deal. 

                                              30                                          
                                                       

 Paragraph five says that, after the Hormuz Strait is demined, Iran and Oman will define the 
Strait’s future administration in consultation with Persian Gulf littoral states. 

                        ,                                                       औ            

            ट                                                             
 Paragraph 6 stipulates that the U.S., along with regional allies, will provide at least 300 

billion dollars for Iran‟s reconstruction. 

                                                                                       

                                                                       
 Oman and Qatar are now closer to Iran than before and have been part of the Pakistan-led 

mediation process, while countries such as Saudi Arabia are seeking new security 
arrangements with Türkiye, Pakistan, and Ukraine. 

     औ                                                                           
                             ,                               ,          औ                  

                                  
 India‟s policy towards the region requires a rapid revision in light of the post-war, post-deal 

power structure. 
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 What was once a finely balanced approach now appears tilted towards Israel and the United 

Arab Emirates. 

                                      ,              औ                               

                        

The U.S. and South Asia 

                    औ             

 Finally, India must study the implications of U.S. foreign policy decisions in its 
neighbourhood. 

                                                                                             
                      

 The appointment of Sergio Gor as both U.S. Ambassador to India and Special Envoy for 
South and Central Asia signals Washington‟s growing regional ambitions. 

                                                             औ                               

                 ट                                                   
 Mr. Gor‟s recent travels to Kathmandu, Thimphu, Dhaka and Colombo indicate that the 

U.S. is keen to broaden its efforts across the region. 

                         ,      ,      औ                                                       

                                                         
 In the absence of effective pan-regional frameworks such as the South Asian Association 

for Regional Cooperation and the Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical 
and Economic Cooperation — both are constrained by New Delhi‟s political tensions with 
Islamabad and Dhaka — it is clear that the U.S. is entering into competition with China for 
influence in South Asia. 

                                     -             औ                                 
                                                 —                          औ              

                                      —                                                 
                                                     

 India, as chair of the Indian Ocean Rim Association, and with Mr. Modi due to attend the 
planned BIMSTEC summit in Bangladesh and the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation 
summit in Pakistan next year, has an opportunity to reassert its regional leadership. 

                                                 ,                                      
            ट               औ                          घ                              
                            ,                                                        

 Given the opportunities, a revival of the SAARC grouping and other pan-regional initiatives 

must be considered. 
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25J6. Inspections in Iran will go ahead, working on modalities, says Grossi 

            ,                         ,                         

 The UN nuclear watchdog will carry out inspections in Iran soon following an interim peace 
accord between the United States and Iran, but modalities have yet to be finalised, the 
agency’s chief Rafael Grossi said on Wednesday. 

                                             औ                                             

                           ,                                          ,                     

                       
 The two sides signed a 14-point memorandum of understanding last week setting out 

broad agreements in principle to end the war. 

                                                                                        14-

                                        
 The interim accord paved the way for 60 days of talks aimed at hammering out thornier 

details, including issues related to Iran‟s nuclear programme. 

                     60                                ,                                    

                                          
 ―The inspections will indeed take place,‖ International Atomic Energy Agency chief Rafael 

Grossi told a press conference in Japan, an audio recording of which the IAEA posted 

online. 

 ―                        ,‖                              (IAEA)                                
                   ,                      IAEA                    

 ―We will be working on the modalities — dates, procedures, places — very soon,‖ he said of 
discussions with Tehran. 

                                                , ―                   —      ,       औ  
     —             ‖ 

 Iran has not let the IAEA, which polices its nuclear programme, return to its most sensitive 
nuclear sites since the United States and Israel bombed them in June last year. 
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                          औ                                                             
                            IAEA                                                       

            
 The IAEA has inspected other sites, but inspections were suspended after the U.S.-Israeli 

attacks on Iran on February 28. 

 IAEA                              ,       28                 -                          
                            

 A central issue in talks is what will happen to Iran‟s highly enriched uranium, including 
material enriched to up to 60% purity, a short step from the roughly 90% of weapons grade. 

                                                                          ,       60%        
                                   ,         90%          -                               

 The IAEA estimates Iran had 440.9 kg of uranium enriched to up to 60% before Israel 
launched the first attack on June 13 of last year. 

 IAEA                           13                                                60%    

      440.9                      
 If enriched further, that would be enough for 10 nuclear weapons, according to an IAEA 

yardstick. 

 IAEA                            औ                     ,       10                       

             

GS Paper III: Economy 25 June 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

25J6 ₹405-cr. gold mining facility opens in A.P. 

            ₹405                              घ ट  

25J6 Goyal to visit U.K. to review preparedness for trade deal roll-out 

                                                         .  .             

25J6 BHIM UPI to offer financial products 

 BHIM UPI                           

 
 

 

25J6. ₹405-cr. gold mining facility opens in A.P. 

            ₹405                              घ ट  

 Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu 
inaugurated the first unit of a gold mining project at Jonnagiri in 
Kurnool district on Wednesday. 

                        .                                           
                                                            

 The ₹405-crore plant was established by Geomysore 
Services India Pvt. Limited (GMSI). 

 ₹405                                                             ट 

    ट   (GMSI)              
 Mr. Naidu also laid the foundation stone for the second 

unit. 

                                            
 Marking the commencement of sales, he then handed over gold produced at the unit to 

jewellery firms in the State. 
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 Addressing a public meeting later, the Chief Minister said: ―Jonnagiri, once known as 
Suvarnagiri, will emerge as a model growth centre for Andhra Pradesh.‖ 

                                                           , ―         ,                       
                   ,                                                   ‖ 

 Karnataka‟s Kolar Gold Fields (KGF) had once dominated the national scene, but now 
―Jonnagiri unit is the cynosure of all eyes‖. 

     ट                      (KGF)                                          ,          

―                                            ‖ 
 ―The plant will have an annual capacity of 400 kg of gold,‖ he said. 

           , ―                400                                               ‖ 

 

25J6. Goyal to visit U.K. to review preparedness 

for trade deal roll-out 

                                                   
      .  .             

 Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal will travel to the 
United Kingdom from June 25-27 to meet his U.K. 
counterpart and review the preparedness of both countries for 
the implementation of the India-UK Comprehensive 
Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA) and its companion 
Double Contribution Convention (DCC) on July 15. 

                        25-27                   ट             
          ,                 ट  

                      औ  
15              -  .  . 
                       

       (CETA)          
                          

(DCC)                    

                         
             

     औ               
                           
                          
      ‖ 

25J6. BHIM UPI to offer financial products 

 BHIM UPI                           

 From credit cards, loans, investments and over time 
insurance, a bouquet of financial products is planned 
to be offered on BHIM payments app, NPCI BHIM 
Services (NBSL) MD-CEO Lalitha Nataraj said. 



                      
 

  

P
ag

e2
1 

     ट     , ऋ ,       औ                                            BHIM        ऐ     
                       ,     NPCI BHIM         (NBSL)        -            ट            

 ―We have partnered with multiple banks to distribute credit cards and working with some of 
the NBFCs [for loans]. 

 ―         ट                                                       औ  NBFCs        [ऋ     
   ]               ‖ 

 Also working with banks for national pension schemes. 

                                                                       
 Insurance and investments [offerings] will follow little later,‖ she told the media. 

                     ,      औ                                                         
 Since its introduction in 2016 the app has undergone revamps and sported new features, 

BHIM 3.0 roll out in 2025 being the last, Ms. Nataraj said. 

 2016                                         औ                        ,       2025    BHIM 

3.0                       ,       ट            
 It has made a beginning with Canara Bank and is in talks with at least one more public 

sector lender as well as a private bank, she said. 

                                                      औ    -  -                          
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25J6. Kingmakers: meet the insects that make India‟s favourite mangoes 

        :      ट                                                      

 A study has found that allowing wild insects to access flowers dramatically increased 
mango yield by 350%, highlighting the importance of wild insects for mango pollination; 
yet, native bees that transfer pollen around orchards are under threat from the insecticides 
that protect the crop from pests. 

                                   ट                                                    
350%                      ,                                  ट                         ; 
      ,                  ,                                       ,      ट                    
            ट                     

 More than a thousand varieties of mangoes exist in India, the popular ones being 
Banganapalli, Dassheri, Alphonso, Badaami, Imaam Pasandh, and Malgoa. 
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                                               ,               ,      ,        ,       , 
          औ                  

Making a mango 
             

 Between December and March every year, mango trees across the country bloom and 
issue a sweet yet slightly fermented odour. 

                                                               औ                                  

           
 Look closer at a mango tree this time and you will find a branch with several bouquets of 

small, cream-coloured flowers. 

                                            ,                             ,            
                               

 Each branch, which botanists call a panicle, contains a few hundred to up to 10,000 
individual flowers. 

          ,                     "      "        ,                   10,000       -    

                
 And a single mango tree can carry up to some 3,000 panicles, depending on its size and 

branching. 

            ,           औ                            ,      3,000                
         

 Each one of these flowers is the start of a mango in the making. 

                 ,                         
 Some flowers carry only the male parts while others only the female parts, and sometimes 

there can be flowers with both (which are biologically called hermaphrodites). 

                               ,                                  , औ     -                       
                              (                           (         ट)            )  

 Their findings, published in 2023, were striking: ―We found that allowing flowers access to 
ants and flying visitors (bees, hoverflies, nonsyrphid flies), dramatically increased 
mango yield by 350%, highlighting the importance of wild insects for mango pollination,‖ 

the study paper read. 

2023                                        : ―                         ट                 
        (          ,          ,                  )                                        
350%                      ,                           ट                             ,‖ 
                  

 These flying insects were found to include wild bees such as the dwarf honey bee (Apis 
florea), giant honey bee (Apis dorsata), and stingless bees (Tetragonula sp.). 

               ट                               ,                   (Apis florea),     ट        
(Apis dorsata)                         (Tetragonula sp.)  

 Other important flying visitors included hoverflies, which look like bees (Syrphus sp.), the 
common house fly (Musca domestica), and the blow fly (Calliphoridae family). 

                                           ,              (Syrphus sp.)              , 
       घ          (Musca domestica)              (Calliphoridae       )            

Effective pollination 
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 The researchers also observed that the mango yields dropped when they barred crawling 
insects, such as ants, from the flowers. 

                                           ट ,          ट  ,                               ,       

                    
 Neonicotinoid insecticides, which are commonly sprayed on mango trees, are neurotoxic 

and affect cognitive functions in bees, such as navigation, learning, and memory, and 
eventually their survival. 

         ट       ट    ,                                                 ,       -       
        औ                   -       ,                                              
                                                                     

 This framework recognised that India has more than 800 bee species, plus butterflies, 
moths, beetles, birds, bats and flies as pollinators and that they are ecologically important 
for agriculture. 

                                                       800                                 , 
     ,     ,    ,        औ                                                               
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25J6. CRPF officer suspended, 20 
others transferred after „kin protested 

against CAPF Bill‟ 

„                                    ‟    
                            , 20        
       

 Twenty Central Reserve Police Force 
(CRPF) officers have been transferred and a 
Deputy Inspector General (DIG) rank officer has 

been suspended, allegedly because they or their 
families voiced their opinions against the Central 
Armed Police Force (General Administration) 
Act, 2026. 

                      (CRPF)    20              
                      औ               (DIG)        
                                               
                                                  

         (            )        , 2026          

                        
 The legislation was passed by Parliament 

on April 2 and came into effect on April 9. 
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           2                                      औ  9                       
 Retired and serving officials of the Central Armed Police Forces (CAPF) expressed concern 

about the suspension of the decorated DIG-rank officer. 

                      (CAPF)              औ                              DIG        
                                    

 It is learnt that the officer has challenged the suspension, on the grounds that there is no 
“disciplinary proceeding contemplated or pending” against him as required under the 
Central Civil Services (Classification, Control and Appeal) Rules, 1965. 

                                                                               “    

                                             ”,                          (      ,            
    )     , 1965                  


