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Q and s to the previ day’s daily quiz:
1. Who holds the record of scoring the most goals in a single .
World Cup match? Ans: Oleg Salenko, Russia 25‘] 6 QUIZ . Fl FA World Cup
2. Who holds the record of having played in most minutes in
World Cup history? Ans: Lionel Messi, Argentina - 2315
ey N MAEX et 1. Who holds the record of scoring the most goals in a single
3. Who is the only player to have won the Golden Ball and Golden
Glove awards in the same World Cup tournament? Ans: Oliver Wor I d Cu p matc h ?

Kahn, Germany

4. Who won the Golden Boot and Golden Ball in the same World . .
Cup and was part of the winning team?Ans: Paolo Rossi of Italy o Ol eg Salenko created FIFA World Cup h|5t0ry du rng the

5. Who has won the World Cup as a player, coach/manager and 1994 tournament in the United States by scoring five goals in

also won the Best Young Player award? Ans: Franz . .

EedEnlatErGannay Russia’s 6—1 victory over Cameroon.

€. Wi HCoM ey w e o e oW C T Do e  This remains the highest number of goals scored by a

FIFA required players to wear boots, while they were accustomed . .

to playing barefoot? Ans: India single player in one FIFA World Cup match.

7. Visual: Who holds the records for youngest goal, hat-trick, and ° |nteresting|y, a|though Russia was eliminated. in the group

final goal in Werld Cup history? Ans: Pele . s e . .

stage, Salenko finished as the tournament’s joint top scorer with

six goals, sharing the Golden Boot with Hristo Stoichkov of Bulgaria.

e His five-goal feat remains unmatched in World Cup history.

2. Who holds the record of having played the most minutes in FIFA World Cup history?

e Lionel Messi holds the record for the most minutes played in FIFA World Cup history. After
leading Argentina to victory in the 2022 FIFA World Cup, he surpassed Paolo Maldini’s
previous record and had accumulated 2,315 minutes by the end of the 2022 tournament.

3. Who is the only player to have won the Golden Ball and Golden Glove awards in the same
FIFA World Cup tournament?

Answer: Oliver Kahn (Germany)

e German goalkeeper Oliver Kahn achieved a unique milestone at the 2002 FIFA World Cup
by becoming the only goalkeeper to win the Golden Ball, awarded to the tournament’s best
player, while also receiving the Golden Glove as the best goalkeeper.

e His exceptional performances guided Germany to the final, where they finished runners-up to
Brazil.

4. Who won the Golden Boot and Golden Ball in the same World Cup and was part of the
winning team?

Answer: Paolo Rossi (Italy)

e Paolo Rossi delivered one of the greatest comeback stories in football at the 1982 FIFA
World Cup in Spain.

e After returning from suspension, he scored six goals, winning the Golden Boot as the
tournament’s top scorer and the Golden Ball as its best player.

e Rossi’'s memorable hat-trick against Brazil and decisive goals in the semi-final and final
inspired Italy to lift their third FIFA World Cup title.

5. Who has won the FIFA World Cup as a player, coach/manager, and also won the Best Young
Player award?

Answer: Franz Beckenbauer (Germany)

e Franz Beckenbauer is one of football’s greatest legends. He won the FIFA World Cup as
captain of West Germany in 1974 and later guided the team to another World Cup title as
manager in 1990.

e Earlier, during the 1966 FIFA World Cup, he was recognised as the tournament’s
outstanding young player, an honour retrospectively acknowledged because the official Best
Young Player award was introduced later.
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6. Which country withdrew from the

1950 FIFA World Cup because FIFA required players to

wear boots, while they were accustomed to playing barefoot?

Answer (Updated): India (However, the traditional explanation is incomplete.)

e India qualified for the 1950 FIFA World Cup after several Asian teams withdrew, but the All

India Football Federation (Al

FF) later decided not to participate.

e Although a popular belief claims that FIFA's prohibition on playing barefoot caused India's

withdrawal, historical research

shows this was not the sole or official reason.

e Major factors included financial constraints, insufficient preparation time, administrative
decisions, and the AIFF's greater focus on the 1952 Olympics.

Kim unveils plans for 10,000-tonne
warships, nuclear navy in N. Korea

North Korea will equip its navy with nuclear weapons and build
larger warships, leader Kim Jong-un said, according to state media
on Wednesday. Mr. Kim made his remarks at the commissioning of
the Choe Hyon — one of two 5,000-tonne class warships launched
last year — in the port city of Nampho on Tuesday. AFP

25J6. Kim unveils plans for 10,000-tonne
warships, nuclear navy in N. Korea

frar aF 39 FINET F 10,000-Te & Feediat sk
QAT AT Y AT T AT Jraravon|

e North Korea will equip its navy with nuclear
weapons and build larger warships, leader Kim Jong-un
said, according to state media on Wednesday.

I FINAT 3T AT T TATO] FRAARY & o7 Ham iR«
Ferrdral T AT 3T, T TsF AT & 378R FUaR
I fRaT SAT-37 o gl

e Mr. Kim made his remarks at the commissioning of
the Choe Hyon — one of two 5,000-tonne class warships
launched last year — in the port city of Nampho on Tuesday.

At P & IR Y AFBY F qEI9NE AT H AT 40T F
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DR Congo’s living statue fan

makes his World Cup debut

on Tuesday. Michel Nkuka Mboladinga, who gained fame during

leader Patrice Lumumba for the entirety of games, attended the

AFCON for posing as a statue of Congo’s assassinated independence

match against Colombia after missing the opener against Portugal.

25J6. DR Congo’s living statue fan makes
his World Cup debut

1A FiaN & fAfdar veeg goras A faea #a &
YT 9T ISTIoT fRam)

e DR Congo’s famous living statue finally made
his World Cup debut on Tuesday.

AR Fe 1 TRey fafdr we=g = 3TTRAEHR Harerar 1
42T &9 I 3797 et fHaT|

e Michel Nkuka Mboladinga, who gained fame

oS ] REUTER " during the AFCON (Africa Cup of Nations) for posing
DR Congo’s famous living statue finally made his World Cup debut as a statue of Congo’s assassinated independence

the |eader Patrice Lumumba for the entirety of games,
attended the match against Colombia after missing the
opener against Portugal.

foreler et FenfEam, fSi=giat AFCON & Rt Fiatt &
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‘Rasimanal in T.N. a
good alternative site
to Mekedatu project’

CHENNAI

A former engineer from
Tamil Nadu has mooted a
proposal to build a dam in
Rasimanal in Krishnagiri
district as an alternative to
the contentious Mekedatu
drinking  water-cum-ba-
lancing reservoir project.
Envisaged with a capaci-
ty of 66 thousand million
cubic feet (tme ft), the pro-
posed dam will be up-
stream of the Mettur dam
in Salem district. It can
generate 360 megawatt
(MW) of electricity, and its
operation can be handled
by the Water Resources De-
partment of Tamil Nadu.
The total area of submer-
gence will be around 106
sq. km, about a third of
which will lie in Karnataka.
“Apart from being a per-
fect alternative to the Me-
kedatu project, the Rasi-
manal project will bring
about a win-win situation
for both States, as it will ca-
ter to the drinking water
requirements of Bengalu-
ru, while addressing our
concerns about the availa-
bility of water for our farm-
ers in the Cauvery delta,”
says A. Stephen, former
Chief Engineer in the now-
abolished Tamil Nadu Gen-
eration and Distribution
Corporation and the Tamil
Nadu Electricity Board.
Giving one more reason
why Rasimanal, and not
Mekedatu, should be pre-
ferred, the former Chief
Engineer explains that the
submersible area for the
Mekedatu project falls un-
der the Cauvery wildlife
sanctuary with numerous

The Rasimanal project will
bring about a win-win situation
for both the States.

elephant corridors. “It is
extremely difficult to get
environmental and forest
clearance from the Union
Ministry of Environment,
Forest, and  Climate
Change,” he says, wonder-
ing why Karnataka Chief
Minister D.K. Shivakumar
has been giving an impres-
sion that the Mekedatu
project will take off swiftly.

P.R. Pandian, a farmer-
leader of the Cauvery del-
ta, has been a strong vo-
tary of the Rasimanal dam
project.

As a senior government
official, Mr. Stephen took
part in several meetings
convened by the Union
Power Ministry during
2000-2010 to arrive at a
consensus among the
States of the Cauvery basin
on hydropower projects.
He recalls that the National
Hydro Power Corporation
(NHPC), a Central agency,
had even identified the site
in Rasimanal.

The veteran engineer,
who addressed a letter to
Chief Minister C. Joseph Vi-
jay a few weeks ago, sug-
gests that the proposed
dam be built as a joint ven-
ture of the two basin
States.

Shaking a leg: People from Malawi,
a country in southeastern Africa,
dance in front of St. Peter’s
basilica on Wednesday, the day
Pope Leo holds the weekly general
audience in St. Peter’'s Square at
the Vatican.

25J6. Rasimanal in T.N. a good alternative site to
Mekedatu project

AT T AFAAAT, AhaTT TRAISTAT HT T ST
defoas TUa

e Aformer engineer from Tamil Nadu has mooted a proposal
to build a dam in Rasimanal in Krishnagiri district as an alternative
to the contentious Mekedatu drinking water-cum-balancing
reservoir project.

affrereg & ek g S o FeorfaR e & affisrerer & v ater
ST T FETE @ &, 518 faarereve Aherd dasTa-He-Udde STy
RAISTAT & fashod & &9 & Tedd fhar arang|

e Envisaged with a capacity of 66 thousand million cubic feet
(tmc ft), the proposed dam will be upstream of the Mettur dam in
Salem district.

66 R fATTT a1 Fe (STat $e) &THT dTel YEaTiad dier o ferafor
Forw forer Foura Agey &t & oy ammer & fakam e

e |t can generate 360 megawatt (MW) of electricity, and its
operation can be handled by the Water Resources Department of
Tamil Nadu.
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e The total area of submergence will be around 106 sq. km, about a third of which will lie in

Karnataka.

s IRANSTT & HRUT STAHATA &1 TI1979T 106 Fa7 fhaefiex 8191, fowenT orererar vep-fagrs smmer
Feltes 7 FTUd gram|

e Giving one more reason why Rasimanal, and not Mekedatu, should be preferred, the former
Chief Engineer explains that the submersible area for the Mekedatu project falls under the
Cauvery wildlife sanctuary with numerous elephant corridors.

qjgmm#rmmaaﬁmgwmaﬁmaﬁwwﬁTwwmgcmﬁ:
AT TRAISTAT T TAHI 817 37ieh gt ATAIARY aTer FTA TeqSiT HSAROY & 3Tl 37Tl

House panel seeks
Ministry report on
Great Nicobar Project

The H!!!u !u.reau

NEW DELHI

The Chairperson of the Pu-
blic Accounts Committee,
K.C. Venugopal, has sought
a report from the Union
Home Ministry on the
Great Nicobar Project.

The Congress has ac-
cused the government of
imperilling the fragile Ni-
cobar islands ecosystem
for commercial purposes.

The PAC was meeting to
deliberate the report of the
Comptroller and Auditor
General (CAG) report on
the “establishment and
functioning of Andaman
and Nicobar Islands Insti-
tute of Medical Sciences”.

During his concluding
remarks, Mr. Venugopal
flagged the Great Nicobar
Project, pointing to the ris-
ing panic among the resi-
dents there as 1.5 crore
trees are slated to be felled
to make way for the pro-
ject. He further pointed
out, sources said, that the
naval base INS Baaz was
not given additional land
for its expansion; and the
government was exploiting
this fragile ecology for
commercial activities. Con-
gress MP Amar Singh also
backed Mr. Venugopal, de-
tailing the implications of
the project, which the go-

K. C. Venugopal

vernment, he said, was not
accounting for. Sources
said BJP MP Anurag Singh
Thakur interceded to point
out that this issue was
beyond the agenda of the
meeting.

Mr. Venugopal agreed,
though he directed Home
Secretary Govind Mohan
to submit a comprehensive
report detailing all aspects
of the project.

On the listed subject of
the day, the Andaman and
Nicobar Islands Institute of
Medical Sciences, the pa-
nel pointed out there was a
massive funding deficit
and indefinite delay in
completing the civil con-
struction. The CAG report
has also flagged deficien-
cies in equipment and pa-
tient care. The Home Mi-
nistry shifted the blame for
these deficiencies to the
Union Health Ministry.

gl
25J6. House panel seeks Ministry report
on Great Nicobar Project

T A F d APER aR@ser w
Fareg & RO Af

e He further pointed out, sources said, that the
naval base INS Baaz was not given additional land

for its expansion; and the government was exploiting
this fragile ecology for commercial activities.

AT & 3HTAR 31l Ig & el o ARifas args INS
Baaz & fa&dR o forw 3faferd o1fd w11 & o185, STaifes
IR 54 wAlsieh TRITATTRT 7 araanien arfafaferay
& foIT 3uAeT A W@ 8l
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Razor’s edge

High heat and low rainfall is threatening
agricultural produce

he southwest monsoon deficit nation-
wide has increased from 35% to 43%; the
winds’ northward advance was stalled
near Mumbai; and both the U.S. NOAA and the
India Meteorological Department (IMD) expect a
moderate-to-strong El Nifio this year. The El Nifio
suppresses the vertical air movement needed for
rainclouds to form while a warming Pacific is
weakening the trade winds that bring moisture to
the subcontinent. The Madden-Julian Oscillation
is also in an unfavourable phase and the Indian
Ocean Dipole currently cannot offer a buffer.
Further, while northwest India has received 5%
more rain than normal, central India and the
northeast face deficits of 63% and 43%, respec-
tively. But with two-thirds of the seasonal rainfall
historically arriving in July and August, the mon-
soon may still recover and salvage the season. To-
gether with reservoir storage at 30.4% of capaci-
ty, compared with 25.1% during previous El Nifio
years, there is no reason for alarm yet. However,
the effects for agriculture are more concerning.
The Agriculture Ministry has already prioritised
111 districts out of 315 vulnerable ones based on
their irrigation coverage. Extreme heat has been
reducing farm labour productivity. High heat and
rain shortfall have sown anxiety over the carda-
mom harvest in Idukki, a fate that bodes ill for
other plantation crops in the Western Ghats.
Both the kharif sowing window for rice, puls-
es, and oilseeds and the availability of fertilizers
could come under pressure, the latter due to Chi-
nese export curbs and tensions in West Asia,
heightening the risks of lower soil moisture and
higher input stress. Retail food inflation was 4.2%
in April; further deficits will especially threaten
vegetables and pulses, complicating the mone-
tary policy. The fundamental problem is the way
India has built its rural economy around the as-
sumption of reliable rainfall delivery. No adapta-
tion strategy can indefinitely outpace unchecked
warming, so limiting future warming should
amount to reducing the extent of exposure. The
ideal sustainable strategies are to switch from
rain-centric to water-centric organisation, reduce
dependence on water-intensive crops, and im-
prove resilience. Pathways for the first two have
already been outlined. On the last, while the Agri-
culture Ministry’s extant contingency plans re-
flect the need for adjustable sowing windows and
alternative seed varieties, the principal variable
remains implementation at scale. Second, the go-
vernment should consider a new authority to
coordinate inter-State water use and cropping
changes based on extended El Nifio forecasts,
eliminating the cropping governance currently
fragmented between the Agriculture and Jal
Shakti Ministries, and the IMD.

25J6. Razor’s edge
AL A5

e The El Nifio suppresses the vertical air movement needed for
rainclouds to form while a warming Pacific is weakening the trade
winds that bring moisture to the subcontinent.

oo ANt T a1 AGll & TAATOT & foIT 3rareges arg i Feate? afa wr
R Y T &, SASTh T EIT G3T TRlied HEFIIN STHAETEAT cieh SATerell
qg’mﬁmmwﬁﬁm?wm%l

e The Madden-Julian Oscillation is also in an unfavourable
phase and the Indian Ocean Dipole currently cannot offer a buffer.

AseT- o gtere o actare 3 ufader srawer & § aur g #gremeR
Efarya 318l HJeleTeh kT FoTTd Jeilel it oh1 FEUfey 7 71¢1 8

e Second, the government should consider a new authority to
coordinate inter-State water use and cropping changes based on
extended EIl Nifio forecasts, eliminating the cropping governance
currently fragmented between the Agriculture Ministry, the Jal Shakti
Ministry, and the India Meteorological Department.

IR, TR T TR ver Aleal qalegamal & TR W Faed e
39NN TAUT FHT IRANA o GHeaT o TIT Teh AT FIAFIOT hT TATIAT

TR TR T =18 T, TSI aeiat & F¥ Farerd, Sier afed Harery T
R Aaer fararer fsmer & e fqenfoia S waereT saae T &l Tehichd
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BJP councillors retake oath after court order
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25J6

Passport is a travel document, not proof of citizenship

qrAYIE Uk ITAT GEATAST &, AT T YHTT AGH
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BJP councillors retake
oath after court order

The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The Kerala High Court on
Wednesday directed 20
BJP councillors of the Thi-
ruvananthapuram Munici-
pal Corporation to retake
their oaths in the name of
God or by making a solemn
affirmation. They had ta-
ken oath in the name of lo-
cal deities, Bharath Matha,
and “Balidaanis” (martyrs
in RSS parlance).

The order came on a pe-
tition filed by Left Demo-

cratic Front Council Party
leader in the corporation,
S.P. Deepak.

Justice PV. Kunhikrish-
nan held that the council-
lors’ original oaths were in-
valid as per the Kerala
Municipality Act, 1994.

After the order, an oath-
taking ceremony was held
and 19 councillors took
oath. One councillor is in
jail. A Congress ward mem-
ber of the Vadakkanchery
grama panchayat in Palak-
kad was also directed to re-
take oath.

25J6. BJP councillors retake oath after court order

FATATETY & AT & TG HTSTIT 9Tdal o YeT: a9y off

e They had taken oath in the name of local deities,
Bharath Matha, and “Balidaanis” (martyrs in RSS parlance).

3ogiel TUTHIT Sad3iT, HRT AT dUT “afdgiiaal” (IRTaed

UG H QUEIG) T o1 UX T ol AT

e The order came on a petition filed by Left Democratic

Front Council Party leader in the corporation, S.P. Deepak.

g 3T f9TH & I Addiias AT 9RYE g & Jar a. dt.

&I ZaRT g ARt O] 3|
e Justice P.V. Kunhikrishnan held that the councillors’

original oaths were invalid as per the Kerala Municipality Act,

1994,

=araefct gt Fgpsore o gl foh Her AaRurfasT afafags,
1994 & 37THR UTYET SaRT o7 T8 Fel Aae e e |

‘Passport is a travel document, not proof of citizenship’

Kallol Bhattacherjee

NEW DELHI

tions and Japan in coming
months to help citizens get
secure employment op-

The Indian passport is a
“travel document” and not
a “citizenship document”,
a senior official of the Mi-
nistry of External Affairs
(MEA) said on Wednesday.
The purpose of the In-
dian passport is to help In-
dians transit and travel
through foreign ports and
territories and it should
not be compared with oth-
er documents that are used
to establish citizenship
rights, the official said.
Highlighting the impor-
tance of passports in con-
necting the Indian work-
force with the global
economy, MEA officials
said the government will
intensify mobility engage-
ments with western na-

portunities in these indus-
trialised economies.

Voter list exclusion

“Passport is a travel docu-
ment, not a document of
citizenship and theoretical-
ly speaking that distin-
guishes passport from oth-
er documents. Even
though while travelling
abroad, passport attests to
your nationality, yet it is
not a document of your ci-
tizenship,” a senior official
said, in response to a ques-
tion from The Hindu on
whether the Indian pass-
port could be used to chal-
lenge an exclusion from
the voter list through the
special intensive revision
(SIR) of electoral rolls that

Passport is to facilitate foreign
travel. It must not be compared
with documents establishing
citizenship, says MEA official.

is currently under way in
16 States.

Another MEA official
said that the Indian pass-
port is issued “after a lot of
due diligence and we make
sure that the person who
gets it is actually entitled,
and we also base ourselves
on documents from sever-
al government agencies
like the Aadhaar, PAN

card.” The second official
said that the MEA will host
a major event on interna-
tional mobility — the Hu-
man Resource Mobility Fo-
rum to be held in New
Delhi from June 30 to July 1
— that will focus on coun-
tries like Italy, Germany, Ja-
pan, Russia, and Denmark.

Ethical migration
A large number of recruit-
ment agencies from across
the country are expected
to participate in the event
that will highlight ethical
migration and create
awareness about how to
avoid unscrupulous agents
that use illegal means to
send Indians to conflict
zones and high risk areas.
“We have to demolish
the myths that one can go
to Italy or Greece using un-

fair means and then send
home lots of money,” the
official said.

Speaking on the occa-
sion of the 14th Passport
Seva Divas, marked on
June 24, the official said
that 27 countries have gi-
ven visa-free entry status
to Indian passport holders,
while 47 countries offer vi-
sas on arrival and 66 coun-
tries provide electronic-vi-
sas (e-visas) to Indian
passport holders. The MEA
official said that around
10% of Indian passport-hol-
ders possess an e-passport,
a chip-based document.

There are 545 passport
seva kendras across the
country catering to the
needs of the growing num-
ber of passport applicants,
and this passport network
now covers almost every

25J6. Passport is a travel document, not proof of citizenship

qIA9E Teh ITET GEATAS 8, AT T THTOT AGH

e The Indian passport is a “travel document” and not a “citizenship document”, a senior

official of the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) said on Wednesday.

AT IS U “ITHT EFATaeT” §, “ARTRSdT gEdTder” a1, I8 J1d fager AT (MEA) &

e AR SRR Y geraR |

e The purpose of the Indian passport is to help Indians transit and travel through foreign
ports and territories and it should not be compared with other documents that are used to
establish citizenship rights, the official said.

TARRY =¥ gl foh HRAT TRIGNE T 3T TRAT Y Fagelt seemg ity et & g I e
URATHA H HGRIAT YTl el & 3R SHhT Tolall 3oT SEATAwil & 1 ohT STl °Tie T FiaTeht SgTar

ARTREAT AR TATRT = & forw foramr Srar g1

e Even though while travelling abroad, passport attests to your nationality, yet it is not a
document of your citizenship,” a senior official said, in response to a question from The

Lok Sabha constituency.

In addition, one-stop
centres for distressed wo-
men in the Indian diaspora
have been opened in the
Gulf countries and Singa-
pore, supported by the In-
dian community. More
such centres are expected
to be established in other
countries.

“Team MEA reaffirms its
commitment to keep mak-
ing passport services deliv-
ery faster, more transpa-
rent and accessible..”
External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar said on the oc-
casion of Passport Seva Di-
vas, noting that chip-ena-
bled e-passports and the
opening of new passport
seva kendras (PSKs) have
contributed to ease of tra-
vel, helping Indians get glo-
bal job opportunities.
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Hindu on whether the Indian passport could be used to challenge an exclusion from the
voter list through the Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls that is currently
under way in 16 States.

IS ATUHRT o The Hindu & 38 T2T & 3 H el Toh [AGeT ATAT & GRTeT IrAITE TIehT

TSEIAAT T TATT AT &, TR Y g 3T ARTREFAT T GTATaS AT &1 Ig 39X 50 WReA W fear

AT TR F AT HRAT ITAIYE T 3TANT TTATA H 16 A=A 7 Tl Tg [Aaras Amamafadt & [y

Mg JALNRTOT (SIR) o GRTeT ATGTAT Gl & #A1H §IT STl b Gedlell oot & TNT Fobam ST FehelT B
e Another MEA official said that the Indian passport is issued “after a lot of due diligence

and we make sure that the person who gets it is actually entitled, and we also base ourselves
on documents from several government agencies like the Aadhaar, PAN card.”

T 37T fAeer #amery & HRAF & FgT [ ARAT TH9E ‘a9 19 IiHdT & 1 SRy
foma Sirerm § 3R 75 gfaferd fram smar & fo araaie ured et arer st areda # 8
TSR 81| 39 foIv 3R 31K 47 18 S8 R_ffe TaRY ceadar &1 8t 3R o sar gl

¢ In addition, one-stop centres for distressed women in the Indian diaspora have been
opened in the Gulf countries and Singapore, supported by the Indian community.

saa Jfafierd, AR varh woger f1 FFeaea afgant & fov aa-veiv &z @ qaf 3t
TRaTYR 3 et weerr o Hedler & w1 fhv are €

GS Paper I1: Governance 25 June 2026
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25J6 | Symbolism over substance? Public health officials slam T.N. govt.’s gold ring
scheme

YFAIE T TEATASF HTTIFHAT? ATl foieh T FAFRAT F AATATS TFR HY
Fqot 3TST ArSTeTT FY AT Y

25J6 | SC had agreed that right to associate is no carte blanche for foreign funds

3TUdH AT & ATT AT & 16T aa1a &1 AR Feeft o= yrea 3 i sdifAa

FepAfer et §

Symbolism over substance? Public health
officials slam T.N. govt.s gold ring scheme

Under the new scheme, the govt. will spend ¥755.83 cr. annually to gift gold rings to newborns; however, several health professionals opine that while

the gold may be intended as a celebration of birth, the more pressing need is investment in workforce and infrastructure that enable safe deliveries

Serena, IoseE!! !m g

CHENNAT

very year, the Tamil
E Nadu government

will spend ¥755.83
crore on gifting one-gram
gold rings to roughly 4.42
lakh babies born in govern-
ment hospitals under its
new scheme, Thaimaaman
Thanga Mothiram Thittam.

The gold ring may be in-
tended as a celebration of
birth, but for many within
the public health sector,
the more pressing need is
investment in the work-
force and infrastructure
that makes safe deliveries
possible.

Already, the Dr. Muthu-
lakshmi Reddy Maternity
Benefit Scheme provides
maternal i e of

Nurturing newborns

Alook at the salient features of the Thaimaaman Thanga Mothiram Thittam

OBJECTIVES

u Elevate the
public healthcare
setting from a
baseline necessity
to a preferred
destination of pride
and celebration,
with dignity at birth

= Reclaim

the status of
government
institutional
deliveries by
offering a high-
value, permanent,

—p—— ~

KEY
SPECIFICATIONS

= One-gram gold

rings will be procured
through the Tamil
Nadu Medical

Services Corporation
(TNMSC). The TNMSC-
empanelled vendor
will supply the rings
directly to 94 hospitals

® A State project/
programme
management unit
will be set up to
implement, monitor,
and manage the

tangible benefit
that complements
the existing
maternity cash
benefits and
maternal kits

314,000 in cash support
and two nutritional kits va-
lued at ¥4,000. With this in
place, the questions raised
are plenty — Can the State
government sustain a re-
curring cost of ¥755.83
crore a year, or 317,000 per
ring (today’s gold rate), for
4,41,667 deliveries along
with administration cost?
Whether symbolic incen-
tives such as gold rings are
the best use of public re-
sources when basic gaps in
the health system remain
unresolved? Does this self-
defeat the State’s family
welfare measures by incen-

¥ Erase the
socio-econemic
bias surrounding
public health
facility deliveries,

® Resident of
Tamil Nadu

= All pregnant
women
giving birth at
government
institutions

= Mother should
be registered on
Pregnancy and

® Beneficiaries must submit
residential proof through
any one of the enlisted
documents such as ration
card, voter identity card or
Aadhaar card

u The scheme extends
coverage to all newborns,
regardless of birth order.
Mothers with higher-order
births are eligible for

scheme

= Each gold ring will

have a fixed weight
of one gram, with

an official Bureau

of Indian Standards
hallmark. The
Government of Tamil
Nadu logo will be
embossed on it

= Each unit will be

uniquely serialised
and protected by a
tamper-proof seal with
branding

recognising that Infant Cohort benefits without restriction
every mother’s Menitaring Denelrs WiThouR restrichon
journey is noble and Evaluation = Gold rings to be

and every childis a portal with distributed without any
treasure RCHID gender-based discrimination

Source: Government Order issued by the Health and Family Welfare Department

tivising  higher  order

births?

‘Bizarre move’

A head of a government in-
stitution found it bizarre
that the Tamil Nadu Medi-
cal Services Corporation

(TNMSC) is tasked with
procuring and supplying
the rings, based on the
yearly indent given by the
Director of Public Health
and Preventive Medicine.
“TNMSC was set up in
the 1990s with the objec-

tive of procuring quality
medicines for government
hospitals. But now, it is
tasked with purchasing the
yellow metal. How far this
is ethical is a question to be
asked,” he said.

A health officer said that

from a policy perspective,
the scheme had no con-
nection with the Sustaina-
ble Development Goal 3
(reducing global Maternal
Mortality Ratio to less than
70 deaths per 1,00,000 live
births and to end preventa-
ble deaths of newborns
and children under five
years of age by 2030).

Another public health
officer said Tamil Nadu
had already achieved near-
universal institutional de-
livery coverage, with insti-
tutional deliveries exceed-
ing 99%, leaving limited
scope for further improve-
ment on this indicator.

“A government’s legiti-
‘macy comes from good go-
vernance, not symbolic
kinship. Public resources
should be directed towards
strengthening systems and
services that create lasting
benefits,” he said.

While more incentives
are being introduced, ma-
ny frontline healthcare
personnel continue to face
inadequate remuneration,
he said, adding that Repro-
ductive and Child Health
contract staff receive ap-
proximately ¥4,500 per
month.

‘Self-defeating”

“There is an acute shortage
of obstetricians and gynae-
cologists. The government
should announce funds to

hire more OB-GYNs as and
when they announce such
schemes,” a doctor said.

“This scheme covers all
newborns, irrespective of
the third or fourth child.
Isn't this defeating the go-
vernment’s own family
welfare programme? On
the one hand, we are mo-
tivating mothers to under-
go sterilisation after having
two babies, and on the oth-
er, the government is giv-
ing incentives to have any
number of babies,” she
said.

The doctor further ad-
ded that certain conditions
could be brought in for the
scheme, including two
mandatory post-natal visits
for mothers at the end of
the first week and the sixth
week of delivery, and com-
plete immunisation till 1.5
years of age for the child.

Former Director of Pu-
blic Health and Preventive
Medicine K. Kolandasamy
said it was a good scheme
as it would improve institu-
tional deliveries.

The scheme could act as
an incentive for families
belonging to the lower-
middle income group to
opt for government hospi-
tals for childbirth, thereby
reducing their maternal
and childbirth-related
health expenditure in priv-
ate hospitals, Mr. Kolanda-
samy added.
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25J6. Symbolism over substance? Public health officials slam T.N. govt.’s
gold ring scheme

Ycllhdlg T aEdias HaIHAT? Fdolfas Faey JRAFRAT F affeerg TaR
Y TFOT ST FISTAT Y JTAAT Y

e Every year, the Tamil Nadu government will spend ¥755.83 crore on gifting one-gram gold
rings to roughly 4.42 lakh babies born in government hospitals under its new scheme,
Thaimaaman Thanga Mothiram Thittam.

Tl 9 AT WHER 3TN 7S FNoTell TFATATT A ANFATA AgeH & dgd TWHRY
IETATAT 7 ST ool aTel SIaTHaT 4.42 AT RI3HT 1 v AW & T Bed TER A S W
¥755.83 FS TI LA

e The gold ring may be intended as a celebration of birth, but for many within the public
health sector, the more pressing need is investment in the workforce and infrastructure
that makes safe deliveries possible.

Tqot Gedll SIeAlHa T Fclieh 81 Hehdll 8, oifohel WISITove FARELT 817 & 53 3aieh el &
3TER AT TALTh AT ehdl FRI&TT T8 GiATE Flel el AleTd FHTE 3R RS
T & A f

o Already, the Dr. Muthulakshmi Reddy Maternity Benefit Scheme provides maternal
assistance of ¥14,000 in cash support and two nutritional kits valued at ¥4,000.

uEe W €1 3T, AYeraa g3 AT AT Aot o Nl 214,000 T Tohe; HGIIAT AT 74,000
e H &Y wiwor R wereT i e § |
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SC had agreed that right to associate
is no carte blanche for foreign funds

NEWS ANALYSIS

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Foreign Contribution
(Regulation) Amendment
Rules, 2026, notified by the
Union Home Ministry on
June 22, has introduced
tougher limits on NGOs to
receive foreign donations.

These  amendments,
and the ones before them,
source their legality from
the Centre’s argument in
the Supreme Court that the
freedom to form associa-
tions or engage in the “bu-
siness” of charity does not
include a right to receive
unbridled foreign funds or
to use the money outside
“permissible activities”.

Among other changes,
Rule 9(1B) mandates that
certificates of registration
of NGOs must specify the
“purpose or purposes and
the States or Union Territo-
ries”.

The Rules have
introduced tougher
limits on NGOs to
receive foreign
donations

The Rules limit NGOs to
specific and stated spheres
of activity, which exclude
proselytisation, and geo-
graphical bounds.

SC judgments

The government’s sweep-
ing powers to regulate fo-
reign donations have been
blessed by the Supreme
Court in multiple judg-
ments. A three-judge
Bench in Neel Harper ver-
sus Union of India in April
2022 declared that “no one
can be heard to claim a
vested right to accept fo-
reign donation, much less
an absolute right”.

The court had disap-
proved of the tendency to
seek funds abroad, saying
it gave an impression that

the nation was incapable
of looking after its own
needs.

A March 2020 decision
of the Supreme Court in In-
dian Social Action Forum
(INSAF) versus Union of In-
dia had agreed with the
Centre that the “regulation
of acceptance and utilisa-
tion of foreign contribu-
tion is for the purpose of
protecting national inter-
est”. The court had, ho-
wever, in this case, called
for a “balance” between
the law’s objective and the
rights of the voluntary or-
ganisations to access fo-
reign funds. The INSAF
judgment declared that on-
ly associations which play
arole in active or party pol-
itics were barred from ac-
cessing foreign funds.

The government has ar-
gued in court that the
FCRA, its Rules, and
amendments were meant
to regulate the manner of
doing business, more im-
portantly, concerning fo-

reign contributions. The
FCRA did not intend to
stop charitable work. It has
argued that the regulatory
regime did not hurt the
fundamental rights of indi-
viduals to form associa-
tions or practice a profes-
sion or carry on an
occupation, trade or busi-
ness under Article 19(1)(c)
and Article 19(1)(g), respec-
tively, of the Constitution.

The Centre has referred
to Article 19(4) to demon-
strate that it could frame
laws to reasonably restrict
the fundamental freedom
to form associations under
Article 19(1)(c) in the inter-
est of the sovereignty and
integrity of India or to pro-
tect public order or moral-
ity. Similarly, Article 19(6)
allowed the government to
impose reasonable fetters
on the right to trade, busi-
ness, occupation available
under Article 19(1)(g) if the
State could show these
freedoms were against pu-
blic interest.

25J6. SC had agreed that right to associate is no carte blanche for foreign
funds

ITIdH FATATAd of ATAT AT & HIr6eT 91 &1 AR el e greg & i srdfifaa
HepAfer et §

e The Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Amendment Rules, 2026, notified by the Union
Home Ministry on June 22, has introduced tougher limits on NGOs to receive foreign
donations.

22 S 1 HFET ¢ AAT g Ifargfd fadeh srererer (Rferaerer) weivuer fras, 2026 7 -
TIHRY WIS (NGOs) & fageft a1 9reey &t ) 31f0es &3 wfdeey oy i &

e These amendments, and the ones before them, source their legality from the Centre’s
argument in the Supreme Court that the freedom to form associations or engage in the
“business” of charity does not include a right to receive unbridled foreign funds or to use
the money outside “permissible activities”.

A HRMET TUT 7ok Y o TN AT G $g TFR o Fated ~Armey 7 QU v sq as @
YT hd & o HY Sl IT QNYHR & “STGH” H TolaeT glet T TaaadT &7 3AfAT e ae
TS et 31T 38 “HTAYT Tfafafl’” & s1eT 3ueT et o1 iR 2Mfder weT &1

e Among other changes, Rule 9(1B) mandates that certificates of registration of NGOs must
specify the “purpose or purposes and the States or Union Territories”.
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3T gRadat & a1 s 9(1B) I8 3ifaart axar g o NGOs & gsfiehor ATt 3 3o
“3EART IYAT 35241 aUT W fd Tl A1 FgenfAa wgal” &1 3ea@ ger a1fev|

The Rules limit NGOs to specific and stated spheres of activity, which exclude
proselytisation, and geographical bounds.

I fATH NGOs &Y shad fAfese 3R aYf¥a srfafafaat a= diffaa wa §, Sas astaror gat
TR (Proselytisation) d2r e sftmfoes dramsit & s Hr afafafRat anfae =2t &1

SCjudgments
Hafed ~aETeg & vy

The government’s sweeping powers to regulate foreign donations have been blessed by the
Supreme Court in multiple judgments.

el 92 1 JFAATAT Fa Tae AR 1 a9 ATl ) gafoa Sa™meT & 3as ot
H Iy g B

A three-judge Bench in Noel Harper versus Union of India in April 2022 declared that “no
one can be heard to claim a vested right to accept foreign donation, much less an absolute
right”.

3rder 2022 7 Noel Harper ST HRd Y A 7 did-marameien Y fs o gt f “frar sir
cafard & fagel <ieT TR et &7 fafed 31fRwR, o gx, qoT 3SR el T arar oAg1 foram S
HepT|”

The court had disapproved of the tendency to seek funds abroad, saying it gave an
impression that the nation was incapable of looking after its own needs.

T o fagRM & e STeet et Y TG TR IHHEATT SFFT Il §T gl AT o $HA g ARl
ST & o &1 39T JTaRT RT3 T Gfct €T it & FaTH e g |

A March 2020 decision of the Supreme Court in Indian Social Action Forum (INSAF)
versus Union of India had agreed with the Centre that the “regulation of acceptance and
utilisation of foreign contribution is for the purpose of protecting national interest”.

AT 2020 # Indian Social Action Forum (INSAF) ST $Rd §€ AT H Hafed ~ ey o
FeT N & 30 deh & HgATd ogard 1 oY & “fageft srerarer & ¥l ik swer &1
faferaae s fea i 18T & 35T A fonam ATaT 817

The court had, however, in this case, called for a “balance” between the law’s objective and
the rights of the voluntary organisations to access foreign funds.

glellleh, FATATST o SH HIFC! H FHloleT & 36027 3N FafTad garsat & fagel eer ued atet &

R & ST “!i'gﬂ?f” T TG T 31T hdT T g fear am|

The INSAF judgment declared that only associations which play a role in active or party
politics were barred from accessing foreign funds.

INSAF & forofar & gt a1 1 3 sharel 3 W, S WiSer AT Gorerear Tsreiifar & S1fdepT fovemma €,
[ECUIR IS ERG K CISERGE

It has argued that the regulatory regime did not hurt the fundamental rights of individuals to
form associations or practice a profession or carry on an occupation, trade or business
under Article 19(1)(c) and Article 19(1)(g), respectively, of the Constitution.

IR = oTeh [T & o I8 foramereh caaeyr Afaume & reqeda 19(1)(c) & dgd 99 Tl &
ISR TUT HTedE 19(1)(g) % 6 STTH, SAMIR, YT IT USTINR A & Rifrw rftrapmt b1
Seodd sTgT hlaTl

The Centre has referred to Article 19(4) to demonstrate that it could frame laws to

reasonably restrict the fundamental freedom to form associations under Article 19(1)(c) in
the interest of the sovereignty and integrity of India or to protect public order or morality.

$% TR A HTTE 19(4) FT 3eoid Xl §U FeT & o T8 HR Y F9s{el AR 3rgzar, o
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SIEEYT 31T At & & 7 3reqeda 19(1)(c) & 3cHid HE Foliat Y FacTdT IR iFaaird
e oeTTet & forw shrefet ST Hhell E1

e Similarly, Article 19(6) allowed the government to impose reasonable fetters on the right to
trade, business, occupation available under Article 19(1)(g) if the State could show these
freedoms were against public interest.

S8l JehR ITeDG 19(6) TR T AHeTeda 19(1)(g) & A SIS IR, SAGHT, G0l AT
VTR Fe 3 HUFR T FRFATT Ffaier Famey &1 IrgAfal Sar g, e Uswr 75 efid % o
fr & TadFal Awfea & ey Bl

GS Paper Il: International Relations 25 June 2026
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25J6 | Minister sees vast scope for BRICS nations in space sector

A & 3rafeT &7 # fow e & AT g9 FHEAv SEt

25J6 | PACOM, the deeper meaning behind a dropped prefix

PACOM: §eTU 7T 39HeT & dIer &hT aTgm ey

25J6 | Inspections in Iran will go ahead, working on modalities, says Grossi

1Y o FgT, ST A fAL&T0T 3 T, URFATHT 9T FIT AR B

Minister sees vast scope for
BRICS nations in space sector

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Union Minister of State for
Science and Technology Ji-
tendra Singh on Wednes-
day pitched for a ‘BRICS
Space Economy’.
Participating in the va-
ledictory session of the
BRICS Heads of Space
Agencies (HOSA) meeting
in Bengaluru, he called for
collective action among
BRICS member-nations to
unlock new opportunities
in innovation, investment,
entrepreneurship and sus-

Union Minister Jitendra Singh with ISRO Chairman V. Narayanan
(left) and IN-SPACe chief Pawan Goenka. K. MURALI KUMAR

tial to become one of the
strongest pillars of this
emerging global space eco-

Egypt, Ethiopia, Indone-
sia, Iran, Russia, South
Africa, and the United

tainable development. system,” Dr. Singh said. Arab Emirates. The meet-

“The future of the space Hosted by the Indian ing also reviewed the pro- 2516
economy will not be Space Research Organisa- gress in BRICS space coop- L
shaped by nations working  tion (ISRO) under India’s eration and deliberated on Minister sees
in isolation. It will be BRICS Chairship 2026, the key issues including space vast scope
shaped by partnerships, two-day meeting was at- sustainability, debris-free for BRICS
shared innovation and col-  tended by heads of space  missions and strengthen- nations in
lective ambition. BRICS agencies and senior offi- ing the BRICS remote sens-
countries have the poten- cials from Brazil, China, ing satellite constellation. S.p ace ?eCtor

#AT o rafet
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a7 F 9Fg gt & foT =9 gHTaaATe gt

Union Minister of State for Science and Technology Jitendra Singh on Wednesday
pitched for a ‘BRICS Space Economy’.

Tt va vienfrh s #slt el s = qan 1 e ww swmmHr 1 aawrord
Participating in the valedictory session of the BRICS Heads of Space Agencies (HOSA)
meeting in Bengaluru, he called for collective action among BRICS member-nations to
unlock new opportunities in innovation, investment, entrepreneurship and sustainable
development.

sraTere 3 3MNTI forerer aRer wol il & wo@l (HOSA) &1 e & FaTdeT § & #7191 o1 U
3ogle e HEEd ot & AaraR, e, seaf@ar 3 waa e 7 70 3@t # e F o
AT FETS T 3edlT |

“The future of the space economy will not be shaped by nations working in isolation.
“IATET I FT ATTST 3ol IR el dTel G2 GART TTUTRA oT&T 81|

It will be shaped by partnerships, shared innovation and collective ambition.

Ig WIACIRAT, | AR 3R AHfET Agcarhial 4 TR |

BRICS countries have the potential to become one of the strongest pillars of this emerging
global space ecosystem,” Dr. Singh said.

ST, g = e o forerr el 31 33 g 3R et TR & T8 AT Foisil 7 & U St
T &TACT &

Hosted by the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) under India’s BRICS
Chairship 2026, the two-day meeting was attended by heads of space agencies and
senior officials from Brazil, China, Egypt, Ethiopia, Indonesia, Iran, Russia, South
Africa, and the United Arab Emirates.

ST T BRICS 3&TdT 2026 & <l HRIT HARET HTHUTA HIST (ISRO) EIRT AT
g &Y feadiw so & grehier, o, AW, AR, g2, e, &, gfaor anfer gar
YT IR IHRT & afar it & gorat ik afvss srfarfat o s foran)

The meeting also reviewed the progress in BRICS space cooperation and deliberated on

key issues including space sustainability, debris-free missions and strengthening the
BRICS remote sensing satellite constellation.

Sooh & farerar SaARaT WeANT i JaTfer hv ofy Taletr v 378 TUT IraRaT Y T, Aerar-FFd
et 3R forsrr Rete ARAer 3vare wogg 1 Yoo e afed voE Heet o faarR-fasst far
aram|
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PACOM, the deeper meaning behind a dropped prefix

he decision by the United States
military to change the name of its naval
command in the region from “US
INDOPACOM” to “US PACOM™ —
United States Indo-Pacific Command to United
States Pacific Command — reverting to its original
name that was changed in 2018 can be dismissed
as superficial, even trivial. Many have already
responded with the Shakespearean “What’s in a
name?”, even as the U.S. Department of War
pointed out that US PACOM'’s area of
responsibility, from “the waters off the West
Coast of the United States to the western border
of India” or what had once been described as
“Hollywood to Bollywood, from polar bears to
penguins”, has never changed. In 2018, U.S.
Defence Secretary Jim Mattis said that the name
INDOPACOM was a recognition of the “growing
significance” of the Indian Ocean, the Indian
subcontinent, and India itself, and the U.S.
dropped the term “Asia-Pacific” to “Indo-Pacific”.

Current U.S. Secretary of War Pete Hegseth
gave the signal, on May 30, that this
understanding has now changed, at his speech at
the annual Shangri-La Dialogue in Singapore —
compared to more than 30 references to the
“Indo-Pacific” in his speech in 2025, his speech
this year contained not a single reference to the
Indo-Pacific region or strategy.

Given the centre stage that the U.S’s
Indo-Pacific policy has had in India’s strategic
calculus since 2018, it is necessary, therefore, to
go beyond the superficial to the subterranean or
submarine, in this case. New Delhi must study
how broader trends in U.S. policy are attempting
to recast both the region and India’s position
within it in terms of three broader geographies.

U.S.-China ties and the Quad

The first, is the U.Ss outreach to China, and
concurrently diminishing salience of the Quad
(India, Japan Australia, the U.S.), which Beijing
has always protested as an “exclusive clique” or
derisively as “ocean foam”. In the long term, the
U.S. and China cannot shy away from the fierce
rivalry between them, but it is clear that in the
immediate term, Trump 2.0 has decided to play
nice.

U.S. President Donald Trump’s visit to Beijing
in May 2026 and Chinese President Xi Jinping’s
upcoming visit to the U.S. on September 24,
indicate that the two sides do not want their
differences to overcome the relationship, and the
U.S. is tiptoeing around the Taiwan issue. Mr.
Trump’s references to a “G-2", including during a
press availability with Mr. Modi on the sidelines of
the 52nd G-7 summit in France (June 15 to 17), are
an early warning of a plan to recast the world into
“spheres of influence”, where China would be the
predominant power in the continent, not as one
pole in a multipolar Asia, as India envisions.

As a result, the Quad, rebuilt in Trump 1.0 asa

25J6. PACOM, the deeper meaning behind a dropped prefix

The US.’s
reversion from

INDOPACOM to
PACOM
suggests that its
regional shifts
run deeper
than a simple
name change

counter to China in the region, appears to be
floundering. The U.S.’s National Defense Strategy
released in January 2026 does not mention the
Quad even once. In terms of substance, the
Quad’s combined agenda has been pared down to
four areas of cooperation — maritime security,
economic prosperity, critical and emerging
minerals technology and disaster responses. Even
within these limited objectives, there have been
setbacks, such as over Artificial Intelligence
cooperation. Despite Quad countries signing on
to Pax Silica, and Critical Minerals Initiative
Framework with the U.S., the Trump
administration ordered Anthropic to end access
to its latest models for all non-Americans.
Another question concerns the Quad Summit,
which India has unsuccessfully sought to host
since January 2024. During U.S. Secretary of State
Marco Rubio’s visit to Delhi in May 2026, he
offered no firm commitment that Mr. Trump
would visit Delhi this year, amid indications that
the Quad may be relegated to a Foreign Ministers’
level grouping. The U.S. Navy’s reported actions
involving Iranian ship IRIS Dena (March 2006)
and recent attacks on three ships in which three
Indians were killed underscore maritime security
and domain awareness concerns within the Quad
framework. In July, when he hosts Japanese
Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi and travels to
Indonesia, Australia and New Zealand, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi must discuss alternative
maritime coalitions and revive the
Australia-India-Japan trilateral.

The U.S.-Iran MoU and West Asia

The second geography of concern is West Asia.
The U.S. ceasefire with Iran, after just a few
months of a surprisingly badly planned war, is
indicative of a general fatigue in Trump 2.0 with
U.S. friends and allies in the region. The situation
is even more volatile today than it was prior to
February 28, especially given the short shrift
Israel has received in negotiations with Iran, and
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s defiance
over the ceasefire for Lebanon.

A closer look at the 14-paragraph “Islamabad
MoU” released by Iran reveals several signals for
the region. Paragraph four states that the U.S.
commits to “remove its forces from the proximity
of the Islamic Republic of Iran” within 30 days
after the final deal. Paragraph five says that, after
the Hormuz Strait is demined, Iran and Oman
will define the Strait’s future administration in
consultation with Persian Gulf littoral states.

Paragraph 6 stipulates that the U.S., along with
regional allies, will provide at least $300 billion
for Iran’s reconstruction. These provisions imply
commitments on behalf of the Cooperation
Council for the Arab States of the Gulf (GCC)
states while giving Iran leverage on key issues —
military, connectivity, and economic security.
Oman and Qatar are now closer to Iran than

PACOM: §eIU 1T 39T & 9IS &7 g 37

before and have been part of the Pakistan-led
mediation process, while countries such as Saudi
Arabia are seeking new security arrangements
with Tiirkiye, Pakistan, and Ukraine.

India’s policy towards the region requires a
rapid revision in light of the post-war, post-deal
power structure. What was once a finely balanced
approach now appears tilted towards Israel and
the United Arab Emirates. New Delhi must also
urgently reconsider its compliance with U.S.
sanctions on Iranian oil and the Chabahar port,
given Washington’s shifting positions.

The U.S. and South Asia

Finally, India must study the implications of U.S.
foreign policy decisions in its neighbourhood.
The appointment of Sergio Gor as both U.S.
Ambassador to India and Special Envoy for South
and Central Asia signals Washington’s growing
regional ambitions. New Delhi has pushed back
on attempts by the U.S. to become a supra entity
in South Asia, as well as its efforts to resolve
intra-regional conflicts between India and
Pakistan. This ambition was hinted at during
Operation Sindoor (May 2025), and repeated by
Mr. Trump over the past year, especially as he
met the Pakistani leadership many times in this
period.

Mr. Gor’s recent travels to Kathmandu,
Thimphu, Dhaka and Colombo indicate that the
U.S. is keen to broaden its efforts across the
region. In the absence of effective pan-regional
frameworks such as the South Asian Association
for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) and the Bay of
Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and
Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC) — both are
constrained by New Delhi’s political tensions with
Islamabad and Dhaka - it is clear that the U.S. is
entering into competition with China for
influence in South Asia.

Beijing has already built several mechanisms
for cooperation with South Asia, and both powers
side-stepping India. India, as chair of the Indian
Ocean Rim Association, and with Mr. Modi due to
attend the planned BIMSTEC summit in
Bangladesh and the Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO) summit in Pakistan next year,
has an opportunity to reassert its regional
leadership. Given the opportunities, a revival of
the SAARC grouping and other pan-regional
initiatives must be considered.

Concerns over the U.Ss moves across India’s
geographies may seem contrary to the bonhomie
at the Modi-Trump meeting at the G-7 meet in
France, and the red carpet for Mr. Rubio’s India
visit. Shorn of the rhetoric, however, the trends in
U.S. policy are clear, and New Delhi must plan
accordingly, acknowledging that the shifts run far
deeper than the ripples on the surface caused by
a dropped prefix.

suhasini.h@thehindu.co.in

e The decision by the United States military to change the name of its naval command in the
region from “US INDOPACOM” to “US PACOM” — United States Indo-Pacific Command to
United States Pacific Command — reverting to its original name that was changed in 2018
can be dismissed as superficial, even trivial.

TIFA AT AT A JT CaRT &1 A 379 ARFAF FATT 7 AH "TIFT T IJARFT -
TR FATT T Feoioh? "GIF Vol HAREFT FATT FATA AT — 37T FIF T IHARHT
fRE-Seria FATA & T GFd TsT IJANHT GATAT FHIT FIAT — TUT 2018 W I8l & Hel A1 T
SileaT, HALT 31T Jes TRacl Hell ST Fehell 8|
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In 2018, U.S. Defence Secretary Jim Mattis said that the name INDOPACOM was a
recognition of the “growing significance” of the Indian Ocean, the Indian subcontinent,
and India itself, and the U.S. dropped the term “Asia-Pacific” to “Indo-Pacific”.

2018 3 ¥gFF T AR & a7 wfva o Afew & a1 a1 o Rg-wana wame 71 g
W,Wsw@vammmimgmﬁmwmﬁaﬂ?w
HROT HIFd T FANFT A "TRIAT-Felia & Tre ) "Rg-geria eree; i qler 3R |

Current U.S. Secretary of War Pete Hegseth gave the signal, on May 30, that this
understanding has now changed, at his speech at the annual Shangri-La Dialogue in
Singapore — compared to more than 30 references to the “Indo-Pacific” in his speech in
2025, his speech this year contained not a single reference to the Indo-Pacific region or
strategy.

FHT WIFA TT HANFT & ey af¥re die g9y & 30 7§ 1 R & 3menford anidiens eraft-
T HaTg 3 3791 30T o GRTeT Heel TerT oh 379 UE GISCohIUT Seel Yol §1 2025 & SeTeh HTSOT &
"fRe-gerda” &1 30 & HAF a1 3co@ AT, TP 5T IV & HYOT F fe-Teria & 372ar 399
Fafad frdY I 7 T aR &Y oo 1g fham arm|

Given the centre stage that the U.S.’s Indo-Pacific policy has had in India’s strategic
calculus since 2018, it is necessary, therefore, to go beyond the superficial to the
subterranean or submarine, in this case.

iR 2018 ¥ HIFA T AR Y RFg-weriar Afer s v qals d@ra & g 7 @ g, safav
FaoT TAg! IR T EATH ¥ & TATT W e AT T 37T AT 37T &

U.S.-China ties and the Quad

The first, is the U.S.’s outreach to China, and concurrently diminishing salience of the Quad
(India, Japan, Australia, the U.S.), which Beijing has always protested as an “exclusive
clique” or derisively as “ocean foam”.

Ul UET HIFA U T HANET SaRT T & F1Y Tl T AT /Y &1 FaT18 (R, STTer,
iteeforar 3R TgFa Us AR & Ted Aged @ Gt ¢, ford AifSier ada “fAfdee g
37YAT SUGTAYES "HHA T gl ET 8|

In the long term, the U.S. and China cannot shy away from the fierce rivalry between them,
but it is clear that in the immediate term, Trump 2.0 has decided to play nice.

Sreieptel & Tgwd o AR 3R et & orer hr ey wfareet & sem g1 S Fohetr, e foehe
AT 7 I8 TISC § [ ST Wt & TAATT FRIHTS o Wledqol sqagR 319aire 1 ot feram
gl

Mr. Trump’s references to a “G-2”, including during a press availability with Mr. Modi on the
sidelines of the 52nd G-7 summit in France (June 15 to 17), are an early warning of a plan
to recast the world into “spheres of influence”, where China would be the predominant
power in the continent, not as one pole in a multipolar Asia, as India envisions.

A €9 gaRT "M-2" FT oo, o B 7 3TN araerd -7 e FF i (157 17 560 &
3gER 9X A A & A1 TaTe §Y A §, 39 ST T IRTAS Tohd & [ faea &r "y &= &
QAT et T ANSTell F1S ST T8 §, Torast ot Aeredia 1 goq@ Aufea giem, o fo sy
TR o ITHN TgYd TfRIAT 1 Teh ¢

As a result, the Quad, rebuilt in Trump 1.0 as a counter to China in the region, appears to be
floundering.

ARUTHETET, €7 & FUH FRAGI A &35 7 et & FcJoleT & oI 1ehdT ITAT F&TS 37 HAIN
TS E3T feTrs & T &

The U.S.’s National Defense Strategy released in January 2026 does not mention the
Quad even once.
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STl 2026 H STRY FFF T IANHT Y AT 1611 0T & Fars 7 veh IR 3 Seolq w161
[CRIEIRIN

In terms of substance, the Quad’s combined agenda has been pared down to four areas of
cooperation — maritime security, economic prosperity, critical and emerging minerals
technology and disaster responses.

aEdfdeh gfSe & FaTs T g HRGN I haol TR FeAT &1 deh WA T 75 § — THA
[T, 3t wopefey, Agvaqet va 3 @iasr glezifarhy dar smaer gfafer
Despite Quad countries signing on to Pax Silica, and Critical Minerals Initiative

Framework with the U.S., the Trump administration ordered Anthropic to end access to its
latest models for all non-Americans.

TeTy FaTs et o YT U IARFT & ary Yo RAfaswr aur wecayet @fas gga FR@Er
HeATd TFd Hr &, ﬁwsﬁ@mmﬁﬁmﬁmﬁmmﬁﬁiwm-
AT ARSI o ToIw FATCT et T fcer feam)

During U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio’s visit to Delhi in May 2026, he offered no firm
commitment that Mr. Trump would visit Delhi this year, amid indications that the Quad may
be relegated to a Foreign Ministers’ level grouping.

H§ 2026 A GIFd U HANET & f2er waf Arent sfay v et o & et s=giar g ad st
T 1 fgeell AT T oY g OIF ITRATHA oAe] 6T, STelfeh U Hehd fHel foh Fa18 T haol
faer AT & TR & qogg o WA Fohar ST FeharT B

In July, when he hosts Japanese Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi and travels to Indonesia,
Australia and New Zealand, Prime Minister Narendra Modi must discuss alternative
maritime coalitions and revive the Australia-India-Japan trilateral.

AT 3 ST TUTAHA TG AGT SATIT $T TUTAHA WA AR T ASAelTaA HYal a2l
gAY, JieefraT 3R wysitels T T 39T, Td 3¢ dehfouds FHAT AHIGRET 9T T el
IRV AT 3 foraT-1Rar-sirarer Fraafia gater 1 gofsiifad e =mge|

The U.S.-Iran MoU and West Asia
TIFT T HANFT-EeT wogilar araer 3y afResr vfRrr

Paragraph four states that the U.S. commits to “remove its forces from the proximity of the
Islamic Republic of Iran” within 30 days after the final deal.

=t arerede A gl T b 3ifae wasila & 30 @t & et wgFa ToT IARFT A &
STATHY IVRTST FI TIAT & e T 37901 J=AT0 geT |

Paragraph five says that, after the Hormuz Strait is demined, Iran and Oman will define the
Strait’s future administration in consultation with Persian Gulf littoral states.

Tad IHTEBT o AR, FHST TASHEHET W TG GI3T 6T ST o a6 $0T 3R 3NAT BRE
Fr @rE F TET AT F AT WIALT Fh 3Tk AT T2 T A ROT i |

Paragraph 6 stipulates that the U.S., along with regional allies, will provide at least 300
billion dollars for Iran’s reconstruction.

TS Heede H TE YIaUTe fohar 12T & o g U= AR 370 ey weaifarat & ary
TPcTenT §0T & qATeAATOr o [T oot & e ofter Wt 3R STy 3Trefetr e

Oman and Qatar are now closer to Iran than before and have been part of the Pakistan-led
mediation process, while countries such as Saudi Arabia are seeking new security
arrangements with Turkiye, Pakistan, and Ukraine.

FNATT AR FaT 31 Tgel T Jofell 7 §0T & 3T T¥ohe § TUT Aiftheater & dqea aren
FEIEYT 9ihar 1 R 1@ €, Siafeh a3dY 3Ra S U iR, wifeheare ik ggha & @y =75

&I STTEATIHT hT Torer AT T &

India’s policy towards the region requires a rapid revision in light of the post-war, post-deal
power structure.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page16



9971932488
it

")
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

AR T 87T el el T JEUeR TUT FHAel & a1e Y i Taa o Heed 7 oy gedifard
fohT St & 3maRTEAT &

What was once a finely balanced approach now appears tilted towards Israel and the United
Arab Emirates.

SiY ey el 37T HIferdd AT STl oY, 9 319 gorgel iR WYFd IR AR 1 3R 31fh
T ES eTrg T R

The U.S. and South Asia
TgFd T AR 3k afaror vidn

Finally, India must study the implications of U.S. foreign policy decisions in its
neighbourhood.

37cTcT: TR 1 3791 S &Y 31 Fgaa Toa AR At Rrder Afe & 573 Aot & geat

g T FHeAT AU |
The appointment of Sergio Gor as both U.S. Ambassador to India and Special Envoy for
South and Central Asia signals Washington’s growing regional ambitions.

TSR AR 1 AR & T T AN & Torge a7 afaror i wrexr ofdrar & faety g & &9
ﬁﬁgﬁmﬁmﬁmmﬁwmﬁﬁl

Mr. Gor’s recent travels to Kathmandu, Thimphu, Dhaka and Colombo indicate that the
U.S. is keen to broaden its efforts across the region.

At AR Y T T FrATE, FAFE, ST IR Freral AT SH A AT Fohel Sl 8 1 TIFT To
AR Q&1 & 3791 AT T TR =T 16 B

In the absence of effective pan-regional frameworks such as the South Asian Association
for Regional Cooperation and the Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical
and Economic Cooperation — both are constrained by New Delhi’s political tensions with
Islamabad and Dhaka — it is clear that the U.S. is entering into competition with China for
influence in South Asia.

mmmwmwa@mmﬁmmwagmﬁw
gl oI JHTET e FEARTT ) & 313779 H — Y 78 feall & sEaAmETe 311 31T & arer
Tt Tefrat & HROT VAT &1 T & — Tg TS & foh FYF T AR gftvor vhram 7
TT Selet & forw e & arer wiaeae’ & 33 @ &

India, as chair of the Indian Ocean Rim Association, and with Mr. Modi due to attend the
planned BIMSTEC summit in Bangladesh and the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation
summit in Pakistan next year, has an opportunity to reassert its regional leadership.

HAART AGITR IIRETT HIST S LT o T H WA, JUT 379Ter IV »ft A Fr aeeneer 7
gEaifad fAFaes RAray GFAes 3R TfFEarT & g aTer eTS WeaeT Wors+ faray aFaeeT
T STy o ATETH &, 3791 Q1T Aed hT JoT: TATTA el T IHTEL TG &

Given the opportunities, a revival of the SAARC grouping and other pan-regional initiatives
must be considered.

ﬁWﬁW@WWWMﬂWH&TWMW%WW
ITar & faar forar ST anfew|
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Inspections in Iran will go ahead,
working on modalities, says Grossi

Iran has not allowed IAEA to return to its most sensitive nuclear sites since attacks by the US. and Israel in June last year;

MoU states that activities to be carried out with regards to nuclear material will be supervised by IAEA, says UN watchdog

Reuters
VIENNA

he UN nuclear
T watchdog will car-
ry out inspections

in Iran soon following an
interim peace accord bet-
ween the United States and
Iran, but modalities have
yet to be finalised, the
agency’s chief Rafael Gros-
si said on Wednesday.

The two sides signed a
14-point memorandum of
understanding last week
setting out broad agree-
ments in principle to end
the war. The interim ac-
cord paved the way for 60
days of talks aimed at ham-
mering out thornier de-
tails, including issues relat-

ed to Iran’s nuclear
programme.

“The inspections will in-
deed take place,” Interna-
tional Atomic Energy
Agency chief Rafael Grossi
told a press conference in
Japan, an audio recording
of which the IAEA posted
online. “We will be work-
ing on the modalities —
dates, procedures, places
— very soon,” he said of dis-
cussions with Tehran.

Iran has not let the
IAEA, which polices its nu-
clear programme, return
to its most sensitive nu-
clear sites since the United
States and Israel bombed
them in June last year. The
IAEA has inspected other
sites, but inspections were

¢

Director General of the International Atomic Energy Agency Raffael
Grossi during a meeting at the IAEA headquarters in Vienna. REUTERS

suspended after the U.S.-Is-
raeli attacks on Iran on Fe-
bruary 28.

A central issue in talks is
what will happen to Iran’s
highly enriched uranium,

including material en-
riched to up to 60% purity,
a short step from the
roughly 90% of weapons
grade.

“Paragraph 8 of this

memorandum of under-
standing states explicitly
that nuclear activities that
are going to be carried out
with regards to nuclear
material, facilities, will be
supervised by the IAEA, in
bold letters,” Mr. Grossi
said.

Iran has not informed
the IAEA how much of its
enriched uranium sur-
vived the attacks or where
it is. The IAEA estimates
Iran had 440.9 kg of urani-
um enriched to up to 60%
before Israel launched the
first attack on June 13 of
last year. If enriched furth-
er, that would be enough
for 10 nuclear weapons, ac-
cording to an IAEA yard-
stick.

25J6. Inspections in Iran will go ahead, working on modalities, says Grossi

T g1, $TeT H fAdraTor ey 99, wiFATHt W Fw ST B

e The UN nuclear watchdog will carry out inspections in Iran soon following an interim peace
accord between the United States and Iran, but modalities have yet to be finalised, the
agency’s chief Rafael Grossi said on Wednesday.

T T HT AT IR Fra+t AR 3R 0 & i gu aRke anfa #gilad & s1g
STog €1 §00T 3 fAdaTor e, oifshet UfshaTy 313t 3iTH T 7761 of TS &, Toiel o vy IWhel
T & JEAR T FT|

e The two sides signed a 14-point memorandum of understanding last week setting out
broad agreements in principle to end the war.

alett geit o frsel §ale Jetr Tt a;@a’fﬁmmmw@a’faﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ?rmgc 14-
fargait arer warsitar FAmger o) gEER vl

e The interim accord paved the way for 60 days of talks aimed at hammering out thornier
details, including issues related to Iran’s nuclear programme.

38 3RHA FHASA = 60 ferwit At araT 7 AT TIEd fohaT, THehT 3682 §T & YA FriHH

g sifee Aegl W fawga weafa st &

e “The inspections will indeed take place,” International Atomic Energy Agency chief Rafael
Grossi told a press conference in Japan, an audio recording of which the IAEA posted
online.

“farfiaror AT &9 & 191, HARISET TRATY] FAT TS (IAEA) & JHT kel AT o SArarer 7
U U aTdr & agT, Taehr 3133 Repifser IAEA o 3iTderssT Irst &l

o “We will be working on the modalities — dates, procedures, places — very soon,” he said of
discussions with Tehran.

3ogleY dgIeT & AT TAT & 3ol W?Tg'ﬂ'm, ma@mmﬁ—ﬁrﬁm’r GECTIKIIES
TATHA—TR FIH HYA |

e [ran has not let the IAEA, which polices its nuclear programme, return to its most sensitive
nuclear sites since the United States and Israel bombed them in June last year.
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o a¥ 57 # 3rARFT 3N S @Ry THIRY FhT S1eT & d1e & §0T o 3791 IRATIT
FRIHH B FAIRTAT et aTel IAEA i 39e1 I HdgTeler GAT] Fgal I diteat B 3refafa
GRS

e The IAEA has inspected other sites, but inspections were suspended after the U.S.-Israeli
attacks on Iran on February 28.

IAEA & 37 Tl T fAdreTor fhar &, feheT 28 BadY & 3RS0 & $TeT W g5l &
a1, fordretor Tufa ax few v

e A central issue in talks is what will happen to Iran’s highly enriched uranium, including

material enriched to up to 60% purity, a short step from the roughly 90% of weapons grade.

aTCT T Ueh Y3 Heal I8 ¢ Toh $T0 & AT Toper AfAaer b1 o1 g1, Toraet 60% erar

e Ty fonam aram uere off enffier B, ST oTaTsTer 90% & FFAAR-A3 T & Shd ol Ush HeH oI ¢

e The IAEA estimates Iran had 440.9 kg of uranium enriched to up to 60% before Israel
launched the first attack on June 13 of last year.

IAEA T 3TAT & o et 9 13 STt &1 §9RIae o g ol A § Ugel $30 o I18 60% I

THCY 440.9 e ZXfage |

e If enriched further, that would be enough for 10 nuclear weapons, according to an IAEA
yardstick.
IAEA & HTeTehl & 3TaR Afe; 58 AR 310 Faeys foham SiTe, ot Ig 10 9ATY] AR & forw
e g
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25J6 | ¥405-cr. gold mining facility opens in A.P.
3TEr Y& Rr # 405 FUZ Y TJ0T WeToT FIAUT FT @IS
25J6 | Goyal to visit U.K. to review preparedness for trade deal roll-out
SATIR FAIA & Frareaaer i aaRat fr adlien & oo 3%, srear e
25J6 | BHIM UPI to offer financial products
BHIM UPI| 9 3Uelst gier e 3cute

{405-cr. gold mining
facility opens in A.P.

K. Umashanker
KURNOOL

Andhra Pradesh Chief Mi-
nister N. Chandrababu Nai-
du inaugurated the first un-
it of a gold mining project
at Jonnagiri in Kurnool dis-
trict on Wednesday.

The %405-crore plant
was established by Geomy-
sore Services India Pvt. Li-
mited (GMSI). Mr. Naidu al-
so laid the foundation
stone for the second unit.

Marking the commence-
ment of sales, he then

handed over gold pro-
duced at the unit to jewel-
lery firms in the State.
Addressing a public
meeting later, the Chief Mi-
nister said: “Jonnagiri,
once known as Suvarnagi-
ri, will emerge as a model
growth centre for Andhra
Pradesh.” Karnataka’s Ko-
lar Gold Fields (KGF) had
once dominated the na-
tional scene, but now “Jon-
nagiri unit is the cynosure
of all eyes”. “The plant will
have an annual capacity of
400 kg of gold,” he said.

25J6. ¥405-cr. gold mining facility opens in A.P.
3Ter woer { 405 FU3 AT o Weter Gy 1 3qETST

e Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu
inaugurated the first unit of a gold mining project at Jonnagiri in
Kurnool district on Wednesday.

3T Y& & HTIHAT U, AGaTq A1Ig o JEAR T FIT forel o
ettt # Taot @eter IRISAT T Igelt §H1§ FT 3cTre fham|

e The ¥405-crore plant was established by Geomysore
Services India Pvt. Limited (GMSI).

2405 FU3 F1 37 IRASTAT HI T AW AfGd=r 3397 ygae
fafaes (GMSI) garT #Hr ag|

e Mr. Naidu also laid the foundation stone for the second
unit.

A A = G §HT§ hT IR TAeT o 7|

e Marking the commencement of sales, he then handed over gold produced at the unit to
jewellery firms in the State.
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frshY BT QB3I o 3aETR TR 3egial 5 Fohls H ScaTied QAT Ty T Arsqyor fasor wafearat wr

Fiar|

e Addressing a public meeting later, the Chief Minister said: “Jonnagiri, once known as
Suvarnagiri, will emerge as a model growth centre for Andhra Pradesh.”

aﬁﬁwﬁaﬁmwﬁmﬁmﬁyﬁmﬁﬁm, ‘SR, rd sl gavifai &
SATH O ST ST 2T, 3T 92T & T Ueh et s &g & &9 & Isnam)”

o Karnataka’s Kolar Gold Fields (KGF) had once dominated the national scene, but now
“Jonnagiri unit is the cynosure of all eyes”.

FeAleHh F FIAR Mes Bregd (KGF) o Tl T8 TR R T3icd T fomam o, Aifehet 31
‘AR SH1E Tt & TRET T g T TS §1”

e “The plant will have an annual capacity of 400 kg of gold,” he said.

3ogieT SaT, “Tg TIT TTaay 400 FReame T 3cuTesT it I a1f¥e &7 dT @)’

Goyal to visit UK. to
review preparedness
for trade deal roll-out

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Commerce Minister Piyush
Goyal will travel to the Un-
ited Kingdom from June 25-
27 to meet his U.K. coun-
terpart and review the pre-
paredness of  both
countries for the imple-
mentation of the India-UK
Comprehensive Economic
and Trade Agreement (CE-
TA) and its companion
Double Contribution Con-
vention (DCC) on July 15.

During the visit, the Mi-
nistry of Commerce said in
a statement on Wednes-
day, Mr. Goyal will hold a
high-level bilateral meeting
with Peter Kyle, the U.K’s
Secretary of State for Busi-
ness and Trade.

“The engagement
marks an important step
towards the operationalisa-
tion of the agreements and
the strengthening of the
economic partnership bet-
ween the two countries,”
the Commerce Ministry
statement said.

“The bilateral discus-

Goval will hold a

meeting with Peter
Kyvle, U.K.’s Secret
of State for Business
and Trade

sions will focus on aligning
regulatory roadmaps,
streamlining cross-border
customs coordination and
finalising administrative
mechanisms to facilitate
the smooth implementa-
tion of CETA and the DCC,”
itadded.

The Ministers will also
review preparedness for
the implementation of the
CETA's tariff liberalisation
commitments and the op-
erational roadmap for the
DCC.

“The two sides will
further discuss the opera-
tionalisation of mutual
market access commit-
ments across key services
sectors and review mea-
sures aimed at strengthen-
ing bilateral trade and in-
vestment ties,” the
statement said.

25J6. Goyal to visit U.K. to review preparedness

for trade deal roll-out

IR FASS F Faeager 1 daiat f gafan &

faw 3%, sear aMger

e Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal will travel to the

United Kingdom from June 25-27 to meet his U.K.

counterpart and review the preparedness of both countries for
the implementation of the India-UK Comprehensive
Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA) and its companion
Double Contribution Convention (DCC) on July 15.
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BHIM UPI to offer
financial products

ITaT 3T, STaT 3 39+ fafeer
FHAFET T HelohTd Ha R
15 SIS I HRA-Z .
9% ATF U9 AR
gHZIAT (CETA) dur 389
IS 59 HEIYAT FeaeleT
(DCC) & fohareaaesT & forw
YT g2l fr JarRat Hr
HHIET |

o UK IR fAder gt
&I HAGT oA & 3eeT 4
3SIT T 3UTAT T 87 FHreT
HE|

25J6. BHIM UPI to offer financial products
BHIM UPI 94X 39erst giet fadier 3curg

e From credit cards, loans, investments and over time
insurance, a bouquet of financial products is planned
to be offered on BHIM payments app, NPCI BHIM
Services (NBSL) MD-CEO Lalitha Nataraj said.

The Hindu Burean
HYDERABAD

From credit cards, loans,
investments and over time
insurance, a bouquet of fi-
nancial  products s
planned to be offered on
BHIM payments app, NPCI
BHIM Services (NBSL) MD-
CEO Lalitha Nataraj said.

“We have partnered
with multiple banks to dis-
tribute credit cards and
working with some of the
NBFCs [for loans]. Also
working with banks for na-
tional pension schemes.
Insurance and investments
[offerings] will follow little
later,” she told the meida.

Since its introduction in
2016 the app has under-
gone revamps and sported
new features, BHIM 3.0 roll
out in 2025 being the last,
Ms.Nataraj said.

NBSL is also actively
evaluating integrating its

The platform

had processed
transactions worth

$26.952 crore
in May 2026

app in the mobile apps of
banks. It has made a begin-
ning with Canara Bank and
is in talks with at least one
more public sector lender
as well as a private bank,
she said. Banks stood to be-
nefit from new features,
updated infrastructure and
technology via the integra-
tion while users get to ex-
perience faster UPI pay-
ments, she added.

The monthly transac-
tion volumes via BHIM
rose from 79.64 million in
June 2025 to 244 million in )
May 2026.

The platform processed

transactions worth 26,952 5

crore in May 2026.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in




[0
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

#ise w18, T, Aaer 3R w77 & @y A7 9fed 30 R 3eumel #F BHIM 9#ed 39
3YCIsY T T AloTeAT §, TAT NPCI BHIM HfdAST (NBSL) it vaAst-Hig3it afdr sterst = &gr|

e “We have partnered with multiple banks to distribute credit cards and working with some of
the NBFCs [for loans].

“GH shideT F1E TAINT I & foIv & ol & a1 ABIERY T § 3R NBFCs & a1 [#0T &
T FE AW EN
e Also working with banks for national pension schemes.
T &Y TSERT YT A3t & forw off St & arer et e 5w wr
e Insurance and investments [offerings] will follow little later,” she told the media.
Segiel AT & avgT, ST 3N fAder & Gt AaTl $o THT 916 3Tl HS AV

e Since its introduction in 2016 the app has undergone revamps and sported new features,
BHIM 3.0 roll out in 2025 being the last, Ms. Nataraj said.

2016 H & g1l o F1G ¥ 58 VT A S Jeara 3R 7§ GRremd ey a1$ 8, [ 2025 & BHIM
3.0 T e T giferdT AT, YAt Aerer = el

e |t has made a beginning with Canara Bank and is in talks with at least one more public
sector lender as well as a private bank, she said.

3giel heT foh SHhT BT FelRT Aok oh AT &1 Thl & 3R HA-J-he Teh 3w Va1 819 &
dF T ves RSl dF F Trer s sTada TaT W e
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Kingmakers: meet the insects that make India’s favourite mangoes
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Kingmakers: meet the insects that
make India’s favourlte mangoes

A study has found that allowing wild insects to access ﬂ(m ers dramatlcalh mcmascd m;

for mango pollination: yet, native bees that transfer

ore than a thousand varieties
of mangoes exist in India, the
popular ones being

palli, Dassheri,

Alphonso, Badaami, Imaam Pasandh, and
Malgoa. There is even a “Lalbagh” variety
in Bengaluru. Many of us associate the
fruit with a summer childhood memory,
of eating it with our bare hands, the
mango juice dripping on our clothes.

More recently, the fruit has become
popular on social media platforms, where
users explain hundreds of ways to cook
and eat it. This year, the fruit’s popularity
reached a new height: the red carpet at
the Met Gala in New York. Mangoes and
Indian summers go hand-in-hand, yet do
you know how this fruit comes to be?

In other words, the mango tree gives
out flowers... and then what happens?

Making a mango
Between December and March every
year, mango trees across the country
bloom and issue a sweet yet slightly
fermented odour. Look closer at a mango
tree in this time and you will find a
branch with several bouquets of small,
cream-coloured flowers. Each branch,
which botanists call a panicle, contains a
few hundred to up to 10,000 individual
flowers. And a single mango tree can
carry up to some 3,000 panicles,
depending on its size and branching.
Each one of these flowers is the start of
amango in the making. Some flowers
carry only the male parts while others
only the female parts, and sometimes
there can be flowers with both (which are

Fruit test: Visitors at a stall during a three-day mango and jackiruit fest organised by Shivamogga HOPCOMS in Karataka in the first week of June. Attaching

called
Regardless, for the mango to form, pollen
must travel between these flowers.
This is where polli make their

) ary value to the crops could nudge policy towards actively protecting pollinators, through changes at the farm and landscape levels. s X DINESH

Research in Ecology and the
i and an author

mark. There is a curious history here.
Malwmluvarshador!:eumed!hal

of the study, said ants are “messy
pollmalors and that itis esenuzl to
them as polli

mango flowers are only by
wind. But this theory could not explain
why the flowers issued a sweet odour. It
had to be to attract insects.

To confirm that insects were indeed
pollinators, researchers in Bengaluru
teamed up with their peers from
Germany to survey several Badami mango
farms in the city’s urban and rural areas.
‘Their findings, published in 2023, were
striking: “We found that allowing flowers
access to ants and flying visitors (bees,
hoverflies, nonsyrphid flies), dramatically
lncreased mang: yield by 350%,

of

in future studies.

Dr. Devy also said she anticipates that
the pollinator community is not any
different for other Indian mango varieties
since the “floral traits, i.e. the flower
structure, pollen, and nectar are likely to
be very similar”.

Researchers have conducted similar
studies in Mexico, on the ‘Ataulfo’ mango,
and in Australia, on the ‘Kensington
Pride’ variety — and have revealed similar
findings. Both teams also took more steps
to determine which insects were the

wild
insects for mango pollination,” the study
paper read.

These flying insects were found to
include wild bees such as the dwarf
honey bee (Apis florea), giant honey bee
(Apis dorsata), and stingless bees
(Tetragonula sp.). Other important flying
visitors included hoverflies, which look
like bees (Syrphus sp.), the common
house fly (Musca domestica), and the blow
fly (Calliphoridae family).

Effective pollination

The researchers also observed that the
mango yields dropped when they barred
crawling insects, such as ants, from the
flowers. Soubadra Devy, a senior
researcher at the Ashoka Trust for

They calculated a ‘pollination
effectiveness’ metric based on the
abundance of pollinators, the number of
visits to flowers (with a ‘legitimate’ visits
quantified using video cameras on trees),
and the number of pollen grains
deposited. And both studies showed that
wild and native insects were most
efficient at pollination, producing a higher
yield of fruits.

Non-native bees to Mexico, such as
European honey bees (Apis mellifera),
were abundant and contributed to 80% of
the pollination. Paradoxically, however,
that did not result in a higher yield. The
reason was that these non-native bees
stayed around the same trees or in the
same orchard and delivered the wrong

pollen, resulting in fruits. On
the other hand, the native bees
transferred pollen between orchards,

giving rise to more full and juicy fruits.

Farmers’ friends

Yet these native bees are under threat
from the same insecticides that protect
the mango crop from pests.
Neonicotinoid insecticides, which are
commonly sprayed on mango trees, are
neurotoxic and affect cognitive functions
in bees, such as navigation, learning, and
memory, and eventually their survival.
‘This ripples through the entire colony, as
the insecticides travel to the pollen and
nectar and are brought back to the hive
by bees.

‘The Bengaluru-based study observed
that fewer bees visited the mango flowers,
and the harvested fruits were lighter by
almost 30%, resulting in a three-way loss
for the farmer: expensive pesticides, loss
of pollinators, and a loss in the fruit yield.

Dr. Devy said monoculture farms that
prevail in rural areas are more prone to
pest attacks, and hence suffer higher
pollinator loss as well. However, she also
said she sees hope in bee-safe pesticides
and in farmers timing their sprays to
avoid peak pollinator activity — practices
already in use in several western
countries.

“One recent welcome move”, in her
words, was the Indian government
recognising pollinators in the country’s
new ‘environmental accounting”

This it
that India has more than 800 bee species,
plus butterflies, moths, beetles, birds,
bats and flies as pollinators and that they
are ecologically important for agriculture.
‘The government has also attached a
monetary value equivalent to 8-10% of the
total crop output value, amounting to ¥2.6
lakh crore in 2021-22, to pollinators.

Rights of pollinators
Attaching a monetary value could nudge
policy towards actively protecting our
pollinators, through changes at the farm
and landscape levels. These could
include, as the Mexico study suggested,
increasing the spread of natural and
semi-natural areas near orchards, such as
native forest patches and wildflower
strips, to attract more wild insects.

Dr. Devy also pointed out that in May,
stingless bees in Peru had become the
first insects to win the legal rights to exist,
thrive, and be represented in court. This
is significant for the conservation of the
species against insecticides, climate
change, and competition from non-native
insects.

‘The question then arises: will India
accord similar rights to its pollinators,
which carry the weight of the country’s
agriculture? As you relish this season’s
mangoes, it could also be your food for
thought.

(Kavitha Kannan is a biologist and science
writer. kavithakannan1994@gmail.com)

25J6. Kingmakers: meet the insects that make India’s favourite mangoes

fFAET 3 Frel & AT Y 9RT F 9@ B 3mAt 71 [#or & E

A study has found that allowing wild insects to access flowers dramatically increased
mango yield by 350%, highlighting the importance of wild insects for mango pollination;
yet, native bees that transfer pollen around orchards are under threat from the insecticides
that protect the crop from pests.

Teh T H TTAT 1T & o SHarelt et T el Teh Tgaiet Y oA Sed & HTH Y 301 7
350% Y Secile1T J&fe g%, Fas 3m# & Tmrer o forw Siarelt #het & Aged TR Feh1er I8l ¢,
T oY, TuTel Ferafaraa, St amt & TRIETHOT T FUTAIROT A §, 3o HITARTH § TR A §
St rer ) et R T ¢

More than a thousand varieties of mangoes exist in India, the popular ones being
Banganapalli, Dassheri, Alphonso, Badaami, Imaam Pasandh, and Malgoa.
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Making a mango

3TH &1 fAATT

Between December and March every year, mango trees across the country bloom and
issue a sweet yet slightly fermented odour.

e 9 fewaT & A & e QU er H 31 ¥ g7 el § IR 378 MY o] goht Ot aier
AehorcdT 81

Look closer at a mango tree this time and you will find a branch with several bouquets of
small, cream-coloured flowers.

SH A TS 31T Tl 3T & GaT 1 €T H &, oY HTTh! IHT Ueh AT W BIC, 1A T
Fell & 3ol [T s &

Each branch, which botanists call a panicle, contains a few hundred to up to 10,000
individual flowers.

e T, fod gaeafa o dfawer sgd €, # $o @ & T 10,000 oo 3eTT-37eTT
G 81 Gehl & |

And a single mango tree can carry up to some 3,000 panicles, depending on its size and
branching.

Teh JTH T a7, 3T TR IR A3t o FATAR & TR, ST 3,000 Hfereher Y07 T
eI

Each one of these flowers is the start of a mango in the making.

ST A Tedeh Toel, Ueh 3MTH FaTod ohT QB3 &

Some flowers carry only the male parts while others only the female parts, and sometimes
there can be flowers with both (which are biologically called hermaphrodites).

F0 el H Shaol AT AT g1 8, STelfch S H haol HIGT AT 81 &, 3R well-hell 07 Dot s g1 &
TSIeTa gt 81797 3ufEud 81 & (Siee Sifash &9 & 33l (GATHISET) FaT AT g) |

Their findings, published in 2023, were striking: “We found that allowing flowers access to
ants and flying visitors (bees, hoverflies, nonsyrphid flies), dramatically increased

mango yield by 350%, highlighting the importance of wild insects for mango pollination,”
the study paper read.

2023 F YERITRA SoTeh TSRy Al Seol@eird F: GHe U foh Fell e el T 331 arar
T (FYATFET, m,ﬁﬂﬁmnﬁmﬂﬁqﬁagﬁﬁaﬁmﬁmﬁmﬁ
350% Y Seile1T JET &S, SiY ATH & IIT0T 3 Sierel ek o Fged P Wifhd I 8,

3TETGT H gl 3T

These flying insects were found to include wild bees such as the dwarf honey bee (Apis
florea), giant honey bee (Apis dorsata), and stingless bees (Tetragonula sp.).

o1 334 aTel T A Sierel FeATFEat anffer of, S garh &=t @t (Apis florea), SIRIe gl ot
(Apis dorsata) T 5% (e AyAfFEAt (Tetragonula sp.)|

Other important flying visitors included hoverflies, which look like bees (Syrphus sp.), the
common house fly (Musca domestica), and the blow fly (Calliphoridae family).

3 AEcdYUT 35 AT HhI & graverarser, Sl AYATFEAT (Syrphus sp.) SiEl fe@ed 8,
AT B AFET (Musca domestica) dT salt FelTg (Calliphoridae IRER) QTfder i

Effective pollination

THTEY gTeTOT
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The researchers also observed that the mango yields dropped when they barred crawling
insects, such as ants, from the flowers.

MFArT & g &Y 2@ fF ST [rat arer e, éﬂ%ﬁﬁﬁ,aﬁﬁﬁa%qgaﬁﬁﬁaﬂw,ﬁm
Fr 39T & Felt 3T S|

Neonicotinoid insecticides, which are commonly sprayed on mango trees, are neurotoxic
and affect cognitive functions in bees, such as navigation, learning, and memory, and
eventually their survival.

frafasifeaiss Hreamnrs, S aAEad: 31 F gait T s fhar siar g, dfer-fada
g 8 3R wrywfFraal & feen-fauRor, daa qur @Rer afFa S Gt At B
THTTAT Sl § T 3iclel: 3oTeh S W@ot o) o Gicieher Femrar sTerdt &1

This framework recognised that India has more than 800 bee species, plus butterflies,
moths, beetles, birds, bats and flies as pollinators and that they are ecologically important
for agriculture.

39 ol 7 g TR fonam o o st o sryaferarat Y 800 & e wenfarat & ot faafes,
aciat, s, waft, Teenes ik AfFwat off wuroEat § aur iy # fav aiRfFufada gt @
37c%dl Hgeaqur g |
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CRPF officer suspended, 20 others transferred after ‘kin protested against
CAPF BilP

‘IR ganT Hivdiew fades & e & arg femdes sfter Aefa, 20 s &
deger

CRPF officer suspended, 20
others transferred after ‘kin

protested against CAPF Bill
(GS Il Internal Security

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

Twenty Central Reserve
Police Force (CRPF) offic-
ers have been transferred
and a Deputy Inspector
General (DIG) rank officer
has been suspended, alleg-
edly because they or their
families voiced their opi-
nions against the Central
Armed Police Force (Gen-
eral Administration) Act,
2026.

The legislation was
passed by Parliament on
April 2 and came into ef-
fect on April 9.

Retired and serving offi-
cials of the Central Armed
Police Forces (CAPF) ex-
pressed concern about the
suspension of the decorat-
ed DIG-rank officer.

‘Politically provocative’

On June 10, the officer,
posted in Tripura, was in-
formed about a pending
enquiry against him for al-
legedly disseminating “au-

Retired and servin;
CAPF officials
expressed concern

about suspension of
the DIG-rank officer

dio/video messages and
poster/banner for chang-
ing of the Government es-
tablished by law across so-
cial media.”

The letter said that an
Inspector General-rank of-
ficer would probe his
WhatsApp account and
other encrypted platforms
he was active on to enquire
about the dissemination of
“politically provocative”
messages against the go-
vernment. On June 17, the
officer was served a sus-
pension order based on
the pending enquiry.

It is learnt that the offic-
er has challenged the sus-
pension, on the grounds
that there is no “disciplin-
ary proceeding contem-
plated or pending” against

him as required under the
Central Civil Services (Clas-
sification, Control and Ap-
peal) Rules, 1965.

‘Targeted harassment”
Ranbir Singh, the general
secretary of the Alliance of
All Ex Paramilitary Asso-
ciation said that officers
whose families participat-
ed in a protest against the
CAPF Act at Jantar Mantar
in the capital on March 23
and May 6, and at Rajghat
on April 9 were being tar-
geted by the CRPF’s top
brass.

“We want to draw the at-
tention of Home Minister
Amit Shah to this targeted
harassment of CRPF offic-
ers... For the first time in
the history of the CRPF, the
suspension of a serving
DIG without cause has
sparked resentment
among the paramilitary
personnel. Officers are be-
ing posted to the North
East as a punitive mea-
sure,” Mr. Singh said.

25J6. CRPF officer suspended, 20
others transferred after ‘kin protested
against CAPF Bill’

‘qRST=T garT Hivdiew fadas & e &
q1g @A Y Aefad, 20 37 &1
GEICGH

e Twenty Central Reserve Police Force
(CRPF) officers have been transferred and a
Deputy Inspector General (DIG) rank officer has
been suspended, allegedly because they or their
families voiced their opinions against the Central
Armed Police Force (General Administration)
Act, 2026.

Fr Rerd gferer ae7 (CRPF) & 20 srftraiat
deTeeT Y AT 14T § 3R 39 AgIfeiiiaT® (DIG) Y& &
Teh 37Tl A T & gafev fdifad & fgar
AT & FIF Segia) AT 3AF IRART o FERT TR
gforw e (T woe) sifafaas, 2026 & favey
379 TR egad fre 9|

e The legislation was passed by Parliament
on April 2 and came into effect on April 9.
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I fadas 2 3nie & @ag garT ITRa R aram o7 3R 9 3 & 9T 81 I

Retired and serving officials of the Central Armed Police Forces (CAPF) expressed concern
about the suspension of the decorated DIG-rank officer.

¥ T gfaw Tal (CAPF) & Jarfaiga 3R Frita sifteat & wefad DIG Y& &
Y & folelset R AT g |

It is learnt that the officer has challenged the suspension, on the grounds that there is no
“disciplinary proceeding contemplated or pending” against him as required under the
Central Civil Services (Classification, Control and Appeal) Rules, 1965.

ST & TR HTUBRY 1 g e §U fAeiatet 1 IoAlch &Y & foh 37k fareer “ai
FHTATHATHF FIIATEr FETfaa A7 Afaa 7g1 &7, Siar fon e fferer ar (aafferor, foi=or va
ardien) A, 1965 & ded 3magas gl
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